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Older Drivers

I've sure got old! I've had two bypass surgeries, a hip replacement and new knees and fought prostate cancer and diabetes. I'm half blind, can't hear anything quieter than a jet engine, and I take 40 different medications that make me dizzy, winded, and subject to blackouts. I have bouts of dementia and such poor circulation that I can hardly feel my hands and feet anymore. I can't remember if I'm 85 or 92 and have lost all my friends. But, thank God, I still have my driving licence.
Thanks to Mike for this!  What do you think about older drivers?  Should they be made to retake their test (if they ever did one in the first place!)?  The Ed. thinks that everyone should be made to retake their driving test every few years, regardless of age.  Email your thoughts to roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk 

A Useful Website

The committee has come across a website that may be of some interest to you: Advanced Driving UK contains a vast amount of information, news and driving tips that are not published by the IAM or in Mini-Roundabout.  There is also the opportunity to research insurance, find a driving instructor or join a forum to discuss motoring matters with fellow advance drivers, plus much more.  Please check it out at www.advanced-driving.co.uk.
[Please note that although there are links to the IAM on the website, Advanced Driving UK is not affiliated to the IAM and therefore the neither IAM, nor Melksham Advanced Motorists accept responsibility for any views or comments made on www.advanced-driving.co.uk.]

IAM welcomes long-awaited government decision on MOTs but not all questions are answered

The IAM welcomes the Department for Transport‘s decision, which has put an end to several years of uncertainty, of keeping an annual MOT test, rather than moving to a two-year interval. 

“The UK posts one of the highest MOT failure rates in Europe. The government may have made the right decision on safety grounds but it has yet to prove that consumers are getting value for money. That can only be done by consistent high quality implementation of the MOT scheme and transparent reporting of future trends so that we have the full picture” said Neil Greig, IAM Trust Director.

IAM research acquired in 2008 through the Freedom of Information Act revealed that 21.6 per cent of three-year old cars fail their first MOT test – a higher failure rate than in some European countries that do first roadworthiness tests after four years (the European minimum). The research led the IAM to ask the following questions, many of which are yet to be answered:

· Why are first-test pass rates in some European countries better at four years than UK pass rates after three years? 

· Does the three-year UK MOT test unnecessarily ‘gold plate’ the European minimum requirement for roadworthiness – at a cost to UK motorists of £465 million? 

· Would the European minimum roadworthiness test be enough to guarantee safety? 

· Do the additional checks in UK testing criteria relate only to safety? 

· Are accidents due to vehicle failure greater in countries that wait four years for a first compulsory roadworthiness test? 

· In the UK, only garages carry out tests and supply the parts and labour needed to rectify faults. In some European countries, testing and rectifying procedures are kept separate - should we consider the (re)introduction of independent testing centres?

The IAM also has unanswered questions for garages and manufacturers:

· Why are so many UK cars failing the first MOT test after just three years when three-year warranties and service agreements are common? Is it because:

· garages do the MOT test before the three-year warranty service instead of after it – if so, why? 

· manufacturers’ service schedules do not cover all the points needed to pass a MOT test – if so, why not?

A 2007 IAM Trust survey showed that motorists viewed the MOT test as an essential road safety measure but that they suspected that failures were influenced by a garage’s wish to carry out unnecessary work.

First-time MOT failure rates (2007), supplied by VOSA 




      In 2007, 21.6 per cent (580,754) of three-year old cars failed their first test. Among 836,646 individual failure faults, the top 10 were:
1. Lighting and signalling: 271,567
2. Tyres and wheels: 155,489

3. Drivers view of the road (cracked/chipped windscreens, other obstructions): 120,095

4. Brakes: 110,327

5. Steering and suspension: 99,798

6. Fuel and emissions: 23,634

7. Registration plates and VIN (vehicle identification number): 19,047

8. Seatbelts: 11,271

9. Body and structure: 7,705 

10. Road wheels (loose, missing wheel nuts etc): 5,746

Bikers celebrate end of bus lane ban

For the first time, motorcyclists will from Monday 5 January be allowed to ride in most red route bus lanes – a move that has been welcomed by the 18,000 motorcycle members of the IAM. TfL (Transport for London) will begin an 18 month trial to allow motorcycles, mopeds, scooters and tricycles to use most red route bus lanes. The IAM has long supported the campaign for access to bus lanes for motorcyclists. Simon Best, IAM Managing Director, said: “We have long supported the campaign for access to bus lanes for motorcyclists and would like to thank TfL for taking this important initiative. However, we would like to see it eventually rolled out to all roads in London.” Mr Best stressed that motorcyclists should use this new facility with care and consideration. “While motorcyclists will be further from cars, they will be closer to passengers, pedestrians and of course cyclists,” he said. The IAM has offered the following advice to motorcyclists who will be using these lanes:

· Not all bus lanes will have access granted for bikers. Only use the bus lanes with the motorcycle symbol displayed within the sign. 

· Be aware of the needs of the others using the bus lanes, and don’t cause them additional problems – in particular do not pass cyclists too closely, too quickly, never undertake them and always assume they cannot see or hear approaching traffic

· Pedestrians are probably unaware of this trial and won’t expect to see a motorcycle in the bus lane. Take extra care around areas likely to be busy with pedestrians, such as bus stops.

· Keep a good eye on the condition of the road surface – some of London’s bus lanes are worn and contain man hole covers along with other surface problems such as diesel spills
· Remember - this is only an 18 month trial. It is easy to get into a routine on a regular journey. Don’t take the access for granted, continue to check the signage to ensure the lane you use regularly continues to allow bikers access.

Lethal rural roads need Intelligent Speed Adaptation treatment first says IAM

Potentially large reductions in road deaths and injuries - thought to be as dramatic as 29 per cent - could result from a widespread adoption of the new 'Intelligent Speed Adaptation' (ISA) proposals put forward today, said the IAM, the UK's largest independent road safety charity. 

The IAM, contributors to the government's Motorists' Forum, has backed the scheme but would like to see new digital speed maps at the heart of the ISA system prioritise potentially lethal rural roads. 

IAM Director of Research and Policy Neil Greig cautioned that motorists may well resist initially a system that dictates how fast they can drive. "ISA may be able to ensure that all cars observe speed limits, provided that critical safety conditions are met and tested. However, even with these assurances, an understandable deep-rooted concern about 'Big Brother' will have to be overcome."

Mr Greig said that the report today showed that fleet managers showed a general lack of support, as they did not believe that exceeding speed limits necessarily reduced a driver's safety.

Like an in-car navigation system, ISA uses global satellite positioning (GPS) and a digital map to establish a car's location and what the speed limit is at that point on the road. This information can be used to:

· tell the driver the speed limit through a display on the instrument panel (Advisory ISA) 
· control the speed of the vehicle, if the driver so wishes (Discretionary ISA) or 
· automatically control the speed of the vehicle (Controlling ISA).

Once ISA is set to keep the car to the speed limit, it does not allow the driver to accelerate beyond it. The system may apply the brakes lightly if the limit is exceeded by a certain amount (for example, while going downhill).

The IAM believes that certain safeguards need to be built in before extensive ISA trialling, including a very high standard of reliability of equipment and speed limit data.

"Drivers could keep their foot firmly on the accelerator, secure in the knowledge that they cannot exceed the maximum permitted speed - so they could fail to drop their speed to below the limit when conditions require it," said Mr Greig. "That abdication of driver responsibility would not be helpful to road safety in the long run." Mr Greig said that drivers may adopt ISA devices if they promised that speeding fines, penalty points and loss of licence became things of the past.


Young driver report discussed in Scottish Parliament

The IAM research and policy division published a unique piece of research last September titled, Young drivers: where and when they are unsafe.
The results of this research show that despite the successes in reducing the number of deaths and injuries on Britain’s roads, young drivers are still being involved in a high percentage of road accidents. And preparing young people to drive safely on their own or with passengers after their test is now the top road safety priority. So much of a priority in fact, that the IAM’s report was discussed at length in the Scottish Parliament during December. This demonstrates the IAM is influencing road safety policy throughout the UK now it has a strong research division to back up its proposals.

Commenting on the report, Alasdair Morgan (South of Scotland) (SNP), said during the Parliamentary discussion:

“On reading the IAM report when it was published in the summer, I was reminded of learning to drive in the countryside in my youth. The pattern of driving that is described in the report continues to be repeated, particularly by young people who drive on our rural roads.

It is important to remember not to demonise all young drivers, just as we must remember not to demonise all young people when we debate antisocial behaviour. Although we all notice the young person who drives noisily down the high street on a Friday night, we do not notice the young person who drives quietly down a side road on a Friday afternoon. We must remember that in debating the issue.

The IAM report shows the correlation between inexperience at any age and road accidents. It is not only young inexperienced drivers who cause accidents; there is the same problem with older inexperienced drivers. The research also shows that far too many drivers expect to learn about real driving, as they describe it, after they pass the test. Of course, some of them learn the hard way, and others learn it too late.

We have to do two things: reduce the level of inexperience at the time of taking the test and reduce the time that it takes to gain more experience after passing the test. One of the report's interesting recommendations is to do with the insurance companies. The idea that the premium on someone's insurance is increased when they seek to add their son or daughter to their policy while they are teaching them to drive, despite all the statistics showing that there is no increase in danger, is ludicrous. We should lobby the insurance industry on that.

As the report rightly says, more restrictions are not the way to go. There is evidence to show that the R-plate that is used in Northern Ireland, under which recently qualified drivers are restricted to 45 miles an hour, is largely flouted. We already have half a million unlicensed drivers in the United Kingdom and one in 20 drivers has no insurance. Thinking that we can successfully enforce further restrictions is not the way to go. As I said, the emphasis should be on more training before taking the test and more skill acquiring after passing it.

Of course, we should try to get over the point – which we have not yet succeeded in doing – that, just as with school and university exams, the point of a driving test is not just to learn enough tricks to pass it; it is to become a good driver. That is another lesson that we need to get across to everyone who is involved in this important topic.”

Learning to drive consultation paper response

At the time of the last edition of Words on Wheels, the IAM were responding to the DSA (Driving Standards Agency) consultation paper, which set out proposals for a major review in the way motorists learn to drive.

The paper was seeking opinions after experts estimated more than three hundred newly-qualified drivers and their passengers were killed in accidents during 2006.

The main areas the DSA were seeking consultation on were:

· How to improve the learning process, so candidates are better prepared for the test and beyond 

· How to improve and broaden driving tests that give a more realistic assessment of whether someone is ready to drive on their own 

· Further options for learning and qualifications to help develop drivers 

The closing date for responses was in early October and the IAM submitted a full response. Below are a few of the IAM’s recommendations:

· The IAM believe more needs to be done to encourage motorists to undertake further driver training in order to drive down casualty figures. The Government need to provide a lot of support and backing over a long period of time to ensure further driver training is to be a success 

· The IAM feel the current minimum driving age is suitable and should not be raised to 18. However, the IAM regrets the opportunity has not been taken to require a minimum number of practice driving hours before a test is taken 

· Road safety issues should be included into core school curriculum subjects so pupils are made aware of potential dangers at an earlier age

The DSA have now collected responses from a number of organisations and will be taking IAM recommendations on board when developing the future of the driving test system.

[If you have received Mini-Roundabout via email and wish to view the full response please click here.  Unfortunately the report is too long to print for those of you receiving via post.]

Drive & Survive joins with insurance broker to drive costs and risk down


Alarmed by the statistic that one in every three road deaths on UK roads last year was linked to someone at work, the UK's leading occupational driver training business, Drive & Survive, has joined with the LFC Insurance Group to provide online driver coaching and development for the insurance broker's fleet clients within their insurance premiums.

The professional training division of the IAM, Drive & Survive lead more than 35,000 drivers through risk management (DRM) programmes each year. The DRM programme determines a driver's 'risk rating' through an online assessment, which then establishes what further training is required, from e-learning to on-road training.

The LFC Armada Plus product is a unique concept that will improve the performance of motor fleets, help commercial clients by reducing associated costs, and provide an audit trail for duty of care and health and safety issues for drivers at work.

The need for companies to fulfil their duty of care as an employer and to ensure that each driver is trained with the necessary skills to complete their job in the safest means possible is an ongoing necessity, even in the current economic climate.

LFC Armada Plus was created to assist companies with fleets to ensure they are maintaining this need by funding the driver assessment and online training elements of such a programme for fleet clients. The practical side of managing the programme is also carried out by Drive & Survive through tailored on-road coaching at the client's expense.

"Through partnerships with commercial insurance brokers like LFC Insurance, and supported by forward-thinking underwriters, Drive & Survive can provide risk management solutions to fleets included within their insurance premiums, which can help to both reduce fleet costs and
fulfil duty of care obligations of employers in this challenging economic climate," said Drive & Survive Managing Director, Seb Goldin.

"Through assessing risk and up-skilling as necessary, driver training is proven to be self-funding with the benefits also likely to flow through to an improved claims experience.

"With the insurance industry covering costs to help commercial companies provide this essential form of training, this innovative partnership can further help to reduce the alarming rate of at-work driving deaths, create a safer road environment for all road users and support companies with their duty of care as fleet operators.

"Drive & Survive is delighted to partner with the independent commercial broking group, the LFC Insurance Group, to roll out the innovative new LFC Armada Plus concept," said Mr Goldin.

LFC Insurance Managing Director Jerry Clayton said, "By working in partnership with seven leading insurers, and Drive & Survive, we are confident that we have demonstrated our commitment to the effective risk management of motor fleets, by putting our money where our mouth is."

Find out more at:
www.drivesurvive.co.uk and www.lfcinsurance.co.uk

IAM Driving Tips

HAZARDOUS DRIVING CONDITIONS - ADVICE FROM THE IAM

With perfect timing, winter arrived on the same day as most of us took to the roads returning to work or school, leaving the roads slippery and the journey treacherous. The IAM has reminded drivers that hazardous weather conditions need particular care. If you must drive, prepare for the conditions. 

Allow longer for journeys and drive more slowly and above all smoothly. Adjust your driving to the conditions. Skids are generally caused by harsh acceleration, steering or braking. Visibility is key. Clean all windows before you start; don’t be tempted to just scrape the front screen and leave it at that. Use your headlights to ensure you can see and be seen. Keep lights and mirrors free from snow and ice, not just the windows. 


            Leave bigger gaps. Slippery roads need longer braking distances, so leave much more room between you and the vehicle in front.

Finally take with you a charged mobile phone in case of emergencies, but don’t use it while driving. 

For more driving advice please visit www.iam.org.uk. 
More unusual number plates
Pat is an avid collector of unusual number plates.  Among her collection are:

211 FLY 
An Audi seen on the M4.  Apparently this car left Pat standing!!

COW 38K
The Ice Cream Van that some of you may have seen at Focus in Trowbridge

P3 JAB
A Honda in a Bradford-on-Avon car park when Pat was getting her flu jab!!

MU5IC TM
Trevada Music van seen in Pembroke County Show (see below)

Pat has also sent in a sign for Bethlehem… seen in Pembroke!!  Thanks for these Pat.
Also thanks to John for this number plate, which Pat may like to add to her collection:
John says that the best number plate he has ever seen (and he assures us that it is true) was when he saw a lady driver near Cirencester about ten years ago.  She was on her mobile phone, and the number plate?  GOS51P !!

Have you ever seen any unusual number plates?  Perhaps you have one?  If so, email the editor at roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk 
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Librarian: Pat Ham: � HYPERLINK "mailto:librarian@m-a-m.org.uk" ��librarian@m-a-m.org.uk�


Membership Secretary/Associates: Mike Doggart: membership.officer@m-a-m.org.uk


Chief Car Observer: David Major: chief.car.observer@m-a-m.org.uk


Events Coordinator: Marie Green: � HYPERLINK "mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk" ��events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk�


Mini Roundabout Newsletter Editor: Luke Pickett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk" ��roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk�


Webmaster: Luke Pickett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk" ��roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk�  


If you have any suggestions about this News Sheet, or any other aspect of our activities, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
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FURTHER NOTICES





Observers: If you think you would like to be an observer and/or would like more information about observing please contact David Major, Chief Car Observer, by telephone on 01985 217050.





Email addresses: If you have an email address but receive your newsletters by post please let the Membership Secretary, Mike Doggart, know your email address. You benefit from early receipt of Newsletters, early notice of special events, and we save on postage, and time and effort. A win-win situation.





Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a suggestion for a talk, at our monthly meetings please advise the Events Coordinator, Marie Green.





Refresher Drives: When did you pass you test?  If it is some time since you passed your Advanced Driving Test why not polish up on your skills by taking a refresher drive with one of our observers?  This is not a pass or fail test: it is offered so that you can be assured that your skills are up to scratch.  If you are interested please contact the Chief Car Observer, David Major.








WHAT’S ON?





All monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month, 


at the Riverside Club in Melksham, unless otherwise advised, and start at 19:30


There is a modest charge of £1 to cover refreshments etc.


If you are not sure where the Riverside Club is there is a map on our website.





January 15th 		David Douch: New Car Development





February 19th 	Quiz Night – if you have any ideas for a quiz, or questions that could be used, please forward these to the events co-ordinator, Marie Green





March 19th		Motor Sport Rescue at Thruxton Circuit: Q&A session – Robin Clarke





If you have any ideas for meetings in 2009 please contact the events coordinator, Marie Green




















Disclaimer





Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District Group Committee.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute changes to plans do occur.  








Membership Renewal





Thank you to those who have renewed their membership with Melksham and District Advanced Motorists.  If you have not yet returned your membership forms, please do so as soon as possible.  If you do not wish to renew your membership, please let Mike Doggart, our membership secretary, know by the end of January.  Your continued support is much appreciated.














Morgan Factory Tour


We are proposing a tour of the Morgan factory in their 2009 centenary year at Malvern Link in Worcestershire (Postcode: WR14 2LL).  Please note the increased price of £10.00 to reflect the new facilities, such as visitor centre, museum and café.  We are hoping to secure a date at the beginning of April – tours run weekdays only.  If you are interested in this tour there will be a sign-up sheet at our group meetings.  Alternatively please contact the events coordinator, Marie Green.  Please also visit Morgan’s website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.morgan-motor.co.uk" \t "_blank" �www.morgan-motor.co.uk�.








IMPORTANT GROUP INFORMATION





Owing to members of the committee stepping down at the next AGM the group is now looking for a new:





Membership Secretary/Associates Co-ordinator


Events Co-ordinator


Webmaster





These roles are vital in the running of the group – without them we cannot function.  If you or anyone you know would like to become more involved with the group, please make yourself known to the committee and come to our AGM on Thursday 21st May 2009
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