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INFORMATION

WHAT’S ON?

All monthly social evenings are held on the third Thursday of the month,
at the Riverside Club in Melksham, unless otherwise advised, and start at 19:30
There is a modest charge of £1 to cover refreshments and a ticket for the raffle.
If you are not sure where the Riverside Club is there is a map on our website.
Bring a friend: All welcome, including non-members and members of other groups

May 20™ 20™ Annual General Meeting. Speaker: DriveTech from Castle Combe
June 6™ Skid Pan, Castle Combe, 1:30pm (contact Helen Pickett if interested)
June 17" The Universe, 42 and Everything — Peter Rodger, Chief Examiner, IAM
(N.B. There will be no Library available on this date)
July 15™ Skittles Night, The Oliver Cromwell, Bromham, 7:30pm
(N.B. There will be no meeting at the Riverside Club on this date)
August NO SOCIAL EVENING DURING AUGUST
September 16" TBC
October 21% Life as a Coach Driver — Jon Shobbrook from Beeline Coaches
November 18™ Sharing the Road with Horses — Julie Garbutt, British Horse Society
December 9" TBC (N.B. This is the second Thursday of the month)

The most up-to-date information can be found on our website. Please check this regularly, as
regrettably, last minute changes to events do occur. If you have any suggestions for events or
speakers for social evenings, please contact Helen Pickett at events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk

AGM - 20" May
Riverside Club, 7:30pm
Please support your Group by attending on 20™ May. We are still looking for any
members who would like to have an input into the running of the Group by joining the
Committee. Our speaker after the AGM will be John Yeo of DriveTech Ltd. from
Castle Combe. John will be talking about everything that is on offer, just on our
doorstep. We look forward to seeing you there.
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Further Information on Upcoming Events
For a full list of upcoming events see the front page of Mini-Roundabout or visit the website at
WWW.Mm-a-m.org.uk

Skid Pan — 6™ June
Castle Combe Skid Pan, 1:30pm
A space has become available for this event. If you (or one of your friends/family)
would like to fill this space please contact Helen at events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk
as soon as possible. There is only one space, which will be allocated on a first come,
first serve basis. The costis £70 for members or £90 for non-members. Payment
will be required immediately.

Skittles Night — 15" July
The Oliver Cromwell, St. Edith’s Marsh, Bromham, SN15 2DF, 7:30pm
We only have a few names on the list for our annual skittles night. Please sign up at
Group meetings or contact Helen at events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk to book your
place. Cost £4, which includes food (sandwiches, savouries & chips). Guests
welcome. N.B. There will be no meeting at the Riverside Club on this date.

Group Social Evenings — Message from your Events Coordinator

Firstly, thank you to everyone who regularly attends our monthly social evenings to hear the
various speakers that are put on and chat to fellow members.

Unfortunately, there has been a decline in the number of people attending the evenings and
last month a grand total of eight people turned up (three of whom were Committee
Members). And once again at our recent DriveCheck we had more observers than
participants. Thank you again to those who were there at these events and who showed
great enthusiasm.

The Group is there for you to use: it is not an easy job getting speakers on a variety of
subjects for you to hear speak, and it is only once a month. It costs just £1, which includes a
cup of tea/coffee and a ticket for the raffle, and yet the support for these evenings is
dwindling. We have a number of important events coming up: the AGM is on 20" May; in
June we have Peter Rodger from the IAM coming to speak to us. He has asked for a
minimum of 25 to make it worth his while coming from London to see us; and in July we have
our annual Skittles night, which is always good fun — we currently only have a few names on
the list for this. Please make a special effort to attend these events.

If you have any suggestions about speakers please let me know. The best way to contact
me is via email at events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk. Alternatively, speak to me at a Group
social evening, or call Angela on 07780 743555, who will pass on a message. If the numbers
continue to decrease then we will have to consider lessening the number of social evenings
per year which would be a shame as the Committee put a lot of effort into keeping YOUR
group going! Please support it!

Thank you

Helen
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Return date for your Library books

Any Library items you loan from 20th May 2010 will have a return date of 16™
September 2010. The reason for this is: the May social evening is our AGM; I shall be
on holiday for the June social evening so there will be no Library on this date; the July
social evening is our Skittle's night; and there is no social evening in August. We will be
back to normal at the September social evening.

As you will have a return date of 16™ September, can I remind you that you can take as
many items as you like from the Library to loan at one time. If you wanted a change
from a book or DVD to look at, there is the Group's scrapbook and a puzzle which can be
loaned out to you.

I have withdrawn the video Advanced Driver Training - Trainers Video from the Library
table, as most people no longer use VHS players. I will, however, leave the Video entry
on the Catalogue for a few months, so if you would want to consult it let me know and I
will bring it in for you. I can be contacted at librarian@m-a-m.org.uk
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Publicity

Over the past few years we have seen our membership numbers steadily declining.

2010 has seen the highest number of our members fail to renew their membership in
recent years. Therefore we are going on an increased publicity drive over the coming
months. If you are able to distribute some leaflets or put up a poster somewhere that you
think would be beneficial to the general public, please collect these at our monthly social
evenings. If you feel you can distribute more than a handful of leaflets please contact
Luke at roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk who will order more for you (the IAM will not
allow us to order a large quantity of leaflets in bulk).

Word of mouth is possibly the best method of publicity so please spread the word to
family, friends and colleagues. Remember that we are offering a FREE no-obligation
Observed Drive with one of our Observers for anyone who would like advice on whether
the Skill for Life Programme could benefit them.

Thank you
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Prepare your car for summer: 5 tips from the 1AM

The 1AM has offered drivers advice on how to prime their cars properly for the warmer
weather.

IAM Chief Examiner Peter Rodger said: “After a long winter of wear and tear through snow,
salt and potholes - and now volcanic dust - your car will be in need of a little TLC. Being
prepared for the summer and making checks now can save you a lot of money in the long
run.

“Try to deal with any minor problems and repairs as they happen, as they can become very
expensive if left to build up over time,” he added.

The 1AM recommends five tips to prepare your car:

Now is a good time to treat your car to a spring clean. Salt is a corrosive and will
cause rusting if left on the bodywork. If possible take your car to a car wash that
specialises in under-car cleaning to get rid of every trace.

The UK pollen season starts around now and can be pretty miserable for hayfever
sufferers, so replacing your car’s pollen filter annually is a vital investment.
Keeping your air-con well maintained will help, too.

Servicing your air-con will help your car smell better. If it smells stale when you
turn the heating on, it could well be a sign that mould is building up in your
condenser.

Flies will soon be out in force so be sure to refill your washer fluid. Habitually
washing the windscreen and headlamps when you stop for fuel is also important
as windscreen wipers won'’t get rid of all the fly debris.

Old wiper blades are not only deafening, they can leave marks on the windscreen,
so remember to replace them regularly. After the dust that has fallen from the
volcanic ash cloud, it is particularly important that you clean them regularly to
avoid damaging your windscreen.

The |IAM stress that certain checks should be made regardless of the season: “Anti-freeze
contains corrosion inhibitors so you should keep your car topped up with the right mixture all
year round; going without could lead to expensive internal damage such as a blown head
gasket,” added Mr Rodger.

Worst Driver Award

9™ place goes to...

funt®0Osh.com



Cycle training omore i mport anlAM pdllan

Cycle training would have a more positive impact on cycle safety than the compulsory
wearing of cycle helmets, according to an IAM survey.

The online poll of over 6,000 IAM members and non-members found that only 1 per cent of
respondents supported the compulsory wearing of cycle helmets.*

The further introduction of cycle lanes would make the biggest difference to cyclists,
according to respondents to the poll.

Duncan Pickering, IAM Cycling Development Manager, said: “It is encouraging that people
see additional public money — by extension further training and improved infrastructure — as
the most important factor affecting cyclist’s safety.

“While we would never discourage cyclists from wearing helmets, we would stress that cyclist
behaviour, awareness of other road users and visibility are the factors that would make a
bigger difference to cycle safety.”

Nearly all (96 per cent) of respondents to the poll would approve of additional public money
to be made available to make cycling safer in the UK.

The IAM has called for funding to be allocated to cycle training as well as better cycle lanes.

“Government, employers and individuals all have a part to play in making cycling a safe and
easy way of getting around for everybody, through education and by encouraging a mutual
awareness and respect amongst cyclists and other road users,” said Mr Pickering.

“As a voice for motorists, bikers and cyclists the IAM looks forward to encouraging better
communication and cooperation between every type of road user to make the UK’s roads
safer for all.”

When asked what was the most important consideration to help cyclists in the UK:
21.49 per cent suggested further introduction and enforcement of 20 mph zones
(6.8 per cent of members, 24.79 per cent of non-members). 30.1% suggested
further introduction of physically separate cycle lanes (33.87 per cent of members,
29.28 per cent of non-members).

40.24 per cent thought additional police resources should be made available to
ensure cyclists adhere to the rules of the road (65.7 per cent of members, 35.25
per cent of non-members).

82.46 per cent thought the introduction of a licence or registration process for
cyclists was a bad idea. (53.82 per cent of members, 88.23 per cent of non-
members).

*[Ed: As with any survey the results need to be taken with a pinch of salt: the survey was only
completed by 6048 people, with 76% of the respondents saying they cycle ‘frequently’ and
82% of respondents were not members of the IAM. This suggests to me that a lot of non-
member cyclists have grouped together and taken the survey to influence the result. Note
that 3.3% of respondents said that the compulsory wearing of a helmet was the most
important factor (not 1% as indicated in the report). The question ‘Do you support the
compulsory wearing of a cycle helmet?’ did not appear in the survey so the 1% indicated is
not accurate! To view the full results of all IAM polls visit www.iam.org.uk/iam_polls]
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Cyclists: take prime position, says book
[Ed: This news article is a follow-up of the article published in the April Mini-Roundabout]

The 1AM is urging cyclists to “claim their lane”, in How to be a better cyclist, a practical guide
to cycling.

The new guide provides comprehensive advice for safer cycling and is aimed at current and
would-be cyclists of any level of experience. It also champions the idea of cyclists taking up a
primary position on the road.

Duncan Pickering, IAM Cycling Development Manager, said: “Many cyclists are unsure
whether to stick to the kerb or push out into the road when riding in towns. How to be a better
cyclist advises cyclists to stay nearer but not close to the kerb on long, even stretches, but
where safe and appropriate to do so, to assert themselves (such as when approaching a side
road), pushing out into the road and making themselves visible to drivers.”

How to be a better cyclist is the third book in a series from the IAM, promoting proven
cognitive road safety methods such as anticipation, self awareness and reaction, applying
them to drivers, motorcyclists and cyclists. The new book can be used for personal study or
in conjunction with training to the National Cycle Training standard.

Steered by advice from cycling expert John Franklin, How to be a better cyclist not only offers
advice on staying safe on the roads, it explores techniques that allow cyclists to better
integrate with traffic, react dynamically to changing situations and make better progress. In
short, to make cycling a more satisfying and enjoyable experience.

Simon Best, IAM Chief Executive, says: “The IAM hopes that people of any age will use How
to be a better cyclist to get the most out of their cycle journeys, whether in the town or the
country, and that the book will reach those who could benefit from our knowledge and
experience.”

How to be a better cyclist can be ordered online at the IAM website, iam.org.uk, at £9.99 plus
postage and packaging.
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IAM rebrands its occupational driver risk management operation

The IAM has announced the merger of its two commercial businesses, IAM Fleet and Drive &
Survive. They will now trade under the new name IAM Drive & Survive. The news was
announced on 13 April at an official launch at Palmer Sport’s motor circuit, Bedford
Autodrome. Prior to the re-brand, Drive & Survive and IAM Fleet were two of the most
prominent occupational driver training organisations in the UK, owned and managed by the
IAM, the UK’s largest independent road safety charity. The decision to combine the two
companies was made by newly appointed IAM Chief Executive Simon Best as part of an
overall business strategy to ensure that all resources are more effectively channelled into
offering one, comprehensive product range with the benefits of both companies. Simon Best
said: “In the past six months [the] IAM and its commercial divisions have undergone a lot of
positive change. 1AM Drive & Survive offers a completely comprehensive range of driver risk
assessment and driver training products, with both on-line and on-road driver training
modules.”

On 13 April guests, including journalists and clients, were introduced to the new brand, as
well as being given the opportunity to get behind the wheel with 1AM Drive & Survive trainers
for taster sessions of some of the company’s on-road training. Activities included ecolution,
IAM Drive & Survive'’s fuel-saving and CO2 emission-reducing course, skid-control, and
parking. Parking is a particular cause of concern for businesses, as statistics show that low-
speed incidents result in substantial costs to fleet operations. There were a number of
speakers during the day, including Dr Graham Hole, a Senior Lecturer in Psychology at the
University of Sussex. Dr Hole spoke about the dangers of in-car communication for those
driving for work. Dr Hole said: “With the advent of the latest generation of smartphones,
computing has finally become truly mobile. The obvious temptation is to use these
applications while driving. Many drivers regard their time spent driving as ‘wasted’ time, and
this is perhaps especially true for those who are driving as part of their job. It is widely
accepted that this is dangerous to both the driver themselves, not to mention other road
users. Employers have an obligation to society to ensure that their employees' working
conditions are such that they can perform their jobs without recourse to using a phone while
driving.”

The day finished with a driving experience, where guests took to the track in a Porsche 911
JPE, and a sporty Renault Clio, in order to enjoy their driving in a controlled environment.

Mr Best continued: “We are delighted to share our new brand with everybody here today and
communicate what a diverse range of driver risk management services we have. This signals
a new dawn for the IAM commercial division, and we look forward to offering an improved
service with our new brand.”

Notes: Drive & Survive was established in 1985 and introduced the concept of awareness
training or ‘defensive driving,” aimed specifically at business drivers. The IAM took over Drive
& Survive in 2005; it was a like-minded company also with an excellent reputation for road
safety and training, which has since won a number of awards including Best Risk
Management Provider in 2008. 1AM Drive & Survive offers a comprehensive range of
products to meet the needs of any business. Simon Best, Chief Executive of IAM Drive &
Survive, said: “The primary advantage of our method of risk management is that it targets the
needs of every individual specifically rather than taking a one-size-fits-all approach, which
could be a waste of time and money for the employer. From an Individual Driver Risk
Assessment (IDRA) which identifies where drivers may be at risk, through to online or on-
road training for those who require further support, IAM Drive & Survive supports businesses
through the process of making their drivers safer at work.” To learn more about all the
services on offer, please visit the new website at www.iamdriveandsurvive.co.uk
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FURTHER NOTICES

Observers: If you think you would like to be an observer and/or would like more information about
observing please contact David Major, Chief Car Observer, by telephone on 01985 217050.

Email addresses: Help the environment - if you have an email address but receive your
newsletters by post please let the Editor, Luke Pickett, know your email address. You benefit
from early receipt of Newsletters, early notice of special events, and we save on postage, time
and effort, as well as using up fewer trees! A win-win situation.

Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a suggestion for
a talk, at our social evenings please advise the Events Coordinator, Helen Pickett.

Contact Details: If you move house, or your email or telephone number changes, please inform
Luke Pickett and Angela Summers so that you don’t lose contact with us.

DriveCheck: Remember that MAM is offering a FREE observed run for all potential new
members so tell your friends now! For more information please contact David Major.

Website: For the most up-to-date information, check out our website at www.m-a-m.org.uk

CONTACT US

07780 743555

www.m-a-m.org.uk
or:

Chairman: Paul Wilkins: contact Chris at group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk

Secretary: Chris Tarbitten: group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk

Treasurer: Graham Bennett: treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk

Librarian: Pat Ham: librarian@m-a-m.org.uk

Membership Secretary/Associates: Angela Summers: membership.officer@m-a-m.org.uk

Chief Car Observer: David Major: chief.car.observer@m-a-m.org.uk

Events Coordinator: Helen Pickett: events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk

Mini-Roundabout Newsletter Editor: Luke Pickett: roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk

Webmaster: Luke Pickett: webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk

If you have any suggestions about this News Sheet, or any other aspect of our activities, please do not hesitate
to get in touch.

Disclaimer

Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those of an
individual or the editor. They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District Group Committee,
unless made explicit. As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement. The articles are published in good faith. Members are
requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute changes to plans do occur.
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