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Caption Competition

Thanks again to Pete for this month’s caption.  With very few offerings for captions and articles over the past year the editor has been left with the post-Christmas Blues!  How about some ideas for this month?  Otherwise I’ll have to revert to simply presenting the news and Mini-Roundabout will have no colour in it!  Send your captions for this month’s picture to roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk. 



    Last Month





This Month

   “Swi-ing low sweeeeet chaaaaarioootttt”
More Number Plates
This one was seen by the Ed:

G3ORGE

Would this person be called George by any chance?
Keep those unusual number plates coming.  Send them to roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk. 
Funny Road Signs
Thanks to Pete for these:








IAM highlights the dangers of low sun and dirty windscreens
Low winter sun and dirty windscreens mean there is more risk of dangerous dazzle at this time of year than any other, says the IAM. 

Peter Rodger, IAM Chief Examiner, said: “Dirty windscreens make it even more difficult for drivers to see in the low winter sun we get every morning and late afternoon at this time of year. Your heater is often on demist, blowing traffic fumes, suspended oil and smoke onto the inside of the screen which quickly builds to a film of grime which is a major cause of glare. 

“The wet roads mean more dirt on the other side of the screen, too, and a low sun highlights scratches and grime making it even more of a problem,” added Mr Rodger. 

“The best solution is to clean your screen inside and out, with water or glass cleaner at least once a week, drying with paper or leather.” 

More low sun advice from the IAM: 

· Always keep a good pair of sunglasses in the car – they really help.

· If you can’t see, do the obvious thing and slow down accordingly, keeping an eye on the vehicle behind, in case the following traffic doesn’t see you against the sun.

· If the sun is behind you, it’s in the eyes of drivers coming towards you – be aware they might not see you.

· Low sun behind can dazzle you through your mirrors so be ready to dip the mirror and check over your shoulder for vehicles in your blind spot.

· Keep your washer bottles topped up with a good quality screenwash.

· Change your windscreen wipers every year.  

IAM response: Government’s stance on dangerous driving 
The IAM has welcomed the tough stance on dangerous driving but stressed that enforcement is still the key.

The vast majority of law abiding drivers will be pleased to see the Government’s commitment to clamping down on dangerous driving.

“The key to ensuring that any new laws are effective in reducing deaths on the roads will be high profile enforcement,” said IAM Policy Director Neil Greig.

“Dangerous driving cannot be enforced by camera, and more traffic police will be needed to catch those drivers who flaunt the law.”
The IAM believes that the range of offences and penalties now available will allow courts and prosecution authorities to choose the right offence first time, every time.
Winter weather driving tips from the IAM
With snow and ice affecting many parts of the country the IAM has issued advice for safe winter driving.

Skidding on ice is the main concern for those driving in freezing conditions.

Peter Rodger, IAM Chief Examiner says: ““When driving in snow, get your speed right - not too fast so that you risk losing control, but not so slow that you risk losing momentum when you need it – and brake, steer and accelerate as smoothly as possible,”

“Start gently from stationary, avoiding high revs.  If you get yourself into a skid the main thing to remember is to take your foot off the accelerator and steer, never use the brake.”

More winter driving advice for the IAM:
· Double or even triple your normal stopping distance from the vehicle in front.
· Plan your journey around busier roads as they are more likely to have been gritted.
· On motorways stay in the clearest lane where possible, away from slush and ice. Keep within the clear tyre tracks if you can.

· Stay in a higher gear for better control.

· As conditions improve make sure your fog lights are only on if necessary – they can dazzle other drivers.

· In falling snow use dipped headlights to make yourself visible to others (especially pedestrians)

Preparation

· Check the weather in advance – don’t ignore police warnings about closed roads.

· Make sure you have an emergency kit so you are prepared in the event of a breakdown. This should include a torch, food for energy, water and a blanket. On longer journeys always let someone know you have set off and tell them your planned route.

· Ensure your mobile is charged up so you can make a call in an emergency – but don’t use it when driving!

· Do a proper winter check of your vehicle, looking at washer fluid, de-icer/scraper and tyres.
New Prince Michael Road Safety Award made in memory of IAM Chief
	
	A special bursary has been awarded by HRH Prince Michael of Kent in memory of the late Chief Executive of the IAM, Christopher Bullock MBE.

TRL’s Road Risk Consultant Britta Lang has been presented with a Prince Michael Road Safety Award, which has been made in association with the IAM.


This one-time bursary is to assist with supplementary expenses, in association with a research project on driver or rider behaviour. The award was a bequest from a fund established by family, friends and colleagues in memory of Christopher Bullock who died in 2007.

The proposed research tests Fuller’s Risk Allostasis Theory and deals with drivers’ perception of risk which influences their driving decisions. Previous research using digitally altered video sequences from the driver’s perspective has demonstrated that feeling of risk increases linearly with driving speed, whilst the objective risk of a crash is only weakly related to driving speed.  The current study was carried out in the TRL driving simulator and aims to further investigate the association between subjective and objective risk and task difficulty across young, middle-aged and older drivers. The Prince Michael Award will specifically support the analysis of differences between driver groups regarding their preferred and maximum driving speeds chosen in free-drives in the simulator.

Britta received her award from HRH Prince Michael on 8 December at the Annual Awards Ceremony, which this year was held at the Park Lane Hotel in London.  The newly-appointed IAM Chief Executive, Simon Best, said:  “We are pleased to be able to support this research, which will make a significant contribution to understanding driver behaviour, and help improve driving on the UK’s roads.  TRL’s pedigree will reassure Christopher’s friends and family that his legacy is well used.”

Diesel drivers: watch out for waxing, says IAM
With -20°C forecast in some parts of the UK, the IAM is warning drivers of diesel cars to remember that their fuel can wax over in extremely low temperatures, which could damage the fuel filter and cause a breakdown.

Neil Greig, IAM Head of Policy and Research, said: "Waxing is the formation of crystals in the diesel which block the filter. If you drive a diesel vehicle, it pays to try and park in a garage or sheltered area, and try to not to leave your vehicle standing unused for too long.  If you can’t park in a garage, do ensure that the engine bay of the car is parked downwind, so that the wind hits the back of the vehicle first. After starting the engine, let it idle for 10 minutes before driving off, as this will let the heat from the engine warm the filter and pipes."

Lorries with exposed fuel tanks and fuel pipes are most at risk but cars and vans can also be affected if it’s cold enough.  Water in diesel fuel tanks and filters can also freeze. Mr Greig advised: "Keep the fuel tank full and, if possible, fill it before arriving at home as this will prevent the build up of condensation on the inside walls of the tank, helping prevent water building up in the bottom of the tank."

Oil Companies supply winter diesel fuel that can withstand temperatures down to -15°C from October to March.  Filling stations sell fuel protected down to -15°C in winter.  Additives are available but they should be mixed with the fuel before it gets cold, not after.  They may also affect the warranty on the engine.
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FURTHER NOTICES





Observers: If you think you would like to be an observer and/or would like more information about observing please contact David Major, Chief Car Observer, by telephone on 01985 217050.





Email addresses: Help the environment - if you have an email address but receive your newsletters by post please let the Membership Secretary, Angela Summers, know your email address. You benefit from early receipt of Newsletters, early notice of special events, and we save on postage, time and effort, as well as using up fewer trees!  A win-win situation.





Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a suggestion for a talk, at our monthly meetings please advise the Events Coordinator, Helen Pickett.





DriveCheck: Remember that MAM is offering a FREE observed run for all potential new members so tell your friends now!  For more information please contact David Major.





Website: For the most up-to-date information, check out our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.m-a-m.org.uk" ��www.m-a-m.org.uk� 








WHAT’S ON?





All monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month, 


at the Riverside Club in Melksham, unless otherwise advised, and start at 19:30


There is a modest charge of £1 to cover refreshments and a ticket for the raffle.


If you are not sure where the Riverside Club is there is a map on our website.


Bring a friend: All welcome, including non-members and members of other groups





January 21st 		VIP Escorting & Protection – Pete Russ, former Police Driving Trainer


(N.B. There will be no Library at this meeting.  All items on loan are due on February 18th)


February 18th 	The History of the Car – Richard Jose (N.B. Change of topic)


March 18th	TBC


April 15th 	Road Surfaces – Paul Bromley from Wiltshire Council


May 20th	20th Annual General Meeting.  Speaker: DriveTech from Castle Combe

















Membership Renewal


Thank you to all those who have renewed their membership with us for another year.  If you have not yet done so, please return your membership form to Angela as soon as possible.  If for any reason you do not wish to renew your membership, please let Angela know.  If Angela has not heard from you by 31st January 2010 it will be assumed that you no longer wish your membership to continue and you will be removed from the membership list and distribution list for Mini-Roundabout.  All renewal forms should be returned to the Membership Secretary, Angela Summers, at:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:membership.officer@m-a-m.org.uk" ��membership.officer@m-a-m.org.uk� or 2 York Close, Chippenham, SN14 0QB











Disclaimer





Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District Group Committee.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute changes to plans do occur.  





CONGRATULATIONS


On passing the Advanced Driving Test


   Associate                                             Observer


  	  Phillip Rice			         Graham Bennett





Congratulations also to Angela Summers on passing her Senior Observer’s Test














IMPORTANT GROUP INFORMATION





Our Secretary, Chris, will be stepping down from his post at the next AGM.  The group is therefore looking for a new:





Secretary





This role is vital in the running of the group – without it we cannot function.  If you or anyone you know would like to become more involved with the group, please make yourself known to the committee and come to our AGM on Thursday 20th May 2010





Volunteering now will have the added benefit of a handover period.
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