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WHAT’S ON? 
 

All monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month,  

at the Riverside Club in Melksham, unless otherwise advised, and start at 19:30 

There is a modest charge of £1 to cover refreshments and a ticket for the raffle. 

If you are not sure where the Riverside Club is there is a map on our website. 

Bring a friend: All welcome, including non-members and members of other groups 
 

February 18
th

  The History of the Car – Richard Jose 

March 18
th

 DriveCheck Night TBC 

April 15
th

  Road Surfaces – Paul Bromley from Wiltshire Council 

May 20
th

 20
th

 Annual General Meeting.  Speaker: DriveTech from Castle Combe 

June 6
th

  Skid Pan, Castle Combe, 1:30pm (contact Helen Pickett if interested) 

June 17
th

 The Universe, 42 and Everything – Peter Rodger, Chief Examiner, IAM 

July 15
th

  Skittles Night, The Oliver Cromwell, Bromham, 7:30pm 

August NO MEETING DURING AUGUST 
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           February 2010     

Membership Renewal 
Thank you to all those who have renewed their membership with us for another year.  
The deadline has now passed and anyone who has not replied will now be removed 
from the membership list and distribution list for Mini-Roundabout.  If you have 
forgotten to return your membership form and still wish to remain a member, please 
return it to Angela as soon as possible to avoid this happening.   All renewal forms 
should be returned to the Membership Secretary, Angela Summers, at: 
 

membership.officer@m-a-m.org.uk or 2 York Close, Chippenham, SN14 0QB 

 
 

Skid Pan 
Thank you to all those who have confirmed their attendance at the skid pan on 
Sunday 6th June 2010.  If you have not yet done so, please confirm this to Helen at 
events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk.  Please remember to send your cheque for £70 
(members), £90 (non-members) to the Treasurer, Graham Bennett, 38 Osmund 

Road, Devizes, SN10 3GD as soon as possible, but by 1st April 2010 at the latest. 

mailto:membership.officer@m-a-m.org.uk
mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk
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Further Information on Upcoming Events 

For a full list of upcoming events see the front page of Mini-Roundabout or visit the website at 
www.m-a-m.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any comments or queries regarding any events please contact Helen Pickett at 
events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk  

DriveCheck Night – 18th March TBC 
Riverside Club, 7:30pm 

Got into bad habits since passing your test?  Come along for a FREE observed run with 
one of our observers to refresh your knowledge. 

AGM – 20th May 
Riverside Club, 7:30pm 

20th Annual General Meeting followed by our guest speaker DriveTech Ltd. from Castle 
Combe.  Please help support the future of the group by attending.  We still do not have 
any takers for the Secretary‟s position – without this role the group will have to fold. 

The Universe, 42 and Everything – 17th June 
Riverside Club, 7:30pm 

We have managed to secure a talk from Peter Rodger, Chief Examiner of the IAM.   
Peter will be talking about numerous motoring-related topics, but can only make his trip to 
us if we can secure at least 25 people in the audience.  We have only managed a 
maximum of 20 people over the past year, so please make an extra-special effort to 
attend this event.  Friends, family and colleagues are all welcome at our meetings, even if 
they are not members so try and recruit them between now and June!  Thank you. 

Skittles Night – 15th July 
The Oliver Cromwell, St. Edith’s Marsh, Bromham, SN15 2DF, 7:30pm 

Our annual skittles get-together will be held at The Oliver Cromwell public house.   
Cost: £4 per head (guests welcome).  Food included (Sandwiches, Savouries and Chips).  
A sign-up sheet will be available at group meetings.  Alternatively contact Helen at 
events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk to book 
  

 

Visit to Highgrove – date TBC 
Tetbury, Gloucestershire, GL8 8PH 

Back in 2007/8 we mentioned a possible visit to Highgrove.  There was initial interest so 
we applied for a group tour of the gardens.  The waiting list was three years long and we 
have now received a reference number that will enable us to book our tour.  The tour is 
extremely popular so booking early is essential; therefore if you would be interested in 
this tour (weekdays only) please sign-up at the February group meeting or contact Helen 
at events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk.  Approx. cost: £15 per person, plus coach fare 
(although could be more if we do not get enough people). 
 

http://www.m-a-m.org.uk/
mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk
mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk
mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk
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Caption Competition 

Thanks to Pat and Pete for this month‟s caption.  Send your captions for this month‟s picture 
to roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk.  

      Last Month      This Month 

 

 

 

 

“Evil Knevil & Son would never have tried this jump” 

“As the snow has melted George,I suppose you will 
 blame this one on the Tom Tom again” 

 

More Number Plates 

Thanks to Pat for these: 

K9 PAW   Does this person like Doctor Who by any chance? 
  
P910 RAF  RAF service-man or coincidence? 
  
NS02 MRS  Peugeot 406 seen in Salisbury 

Keep those unusual number plates coming.  Send them to roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk.  

 

Funny Road Signs 

Thanks to Pete for these: 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk
mailto:roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk
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IMPORTANT GROUP INFORMATION 
 

Two Committee members will be stepping down from their posts at the 
next AGM.  The group is therefore looking for a new: 

 
Secretary 

Committee Members 
 

The role of the Secretary is vital in the running of the group – without it we 
cannot function and the Group will fold.  If you or anyone you know would 
like to become more involved with the group, please make yourself known 

to the committee and come to our AGM on Thursday 20th May 2010 
 

Volunteering now will have the added benefit of a handover period. 

 

Library Update 

Thank you to Mike for recommending the book Traffic for the Library.  I have bought this 
book, and it is now in the Library stock, and is ready for you to take out on loan.  At a glance 
your first impression might be „small print and a lot of pages‟, but you can cope with the small 
print and the last 116 pages are acknowledgements, notes and the index.  Happy reading.   

Pat 

The library is available at all group meetings unless otherwise advised.  Books are loaned 
free of charge.  

 A full catalogue is available at our meetings and on our website at www.m-a-m.org.uk.  
Contact Pat at librarian@m-a-m.org.uk if there is a particular book you would like to reserve. 

 

Digital dashboards are a safety hazard, says IAM 

The internet dashboard, or „infotainment system‟ is the next in-car device that could cause a 
major distraction to drivers, says the IAM.  Intel and Google are both looking into interactive 
dashboards, including 10-inch screens above the gearstick which will show 3D maps, web 
pages and even videos. Other similar systems are being previewed at trade shows. 

Peter Rodger, IAM Chief Examiner, said: “If drivers were tempted to use the internet or watch 
videos on the move, the results could be deadly.  If it‟s not acceptable to read a novel while 
driving, how can it be acceptable to read a multimedia display?  Just how much information 
can a car driver absorb and still drive responsibly?  There is a fine line between providing 
useful extra information and causing a dangerous distraction. This system appears to cross 
that line.  Viewing things like restaurant reviews and venue information online while driving 
should be illegal, and it should be an offence to buy, sell, fit and transmit information for this 
particular use.” 

The systems are not designed to be used on the move, but not all systems will be impossible 
to use while driving.  One car manufacturer‟s version, due out this autumn, bears the notice: 
“Please only use the online services when traffic conditions allow you to do so safely”. 

“It should be made clear that the system should only be used when the vehicle is parked,” Mr 
Rodger commented. 

http://www.m-a-m.org.uk/
mailto:librarian@m-a-m.org.uk
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Potholes: a ‘hole’ lot of trouble, says IAM 

With potholes estimated to cost motorists £320 million every year, and more potholes than 
ever appearing with the thaw of the recent cold-snap, the IAM has issued advice on how to 
deal with them. 

Neil Greig, IAM Director of Policy and Research, said: “Potholes form and get worse after icy 
spells as water gets into small cracks in the roads, expanding as it freezes and forcing the 
tarmac apart.  For this reason, roads will increasingly start to show signs of damage as the 
weather warms up.  As well as worrying about your vehicle, with potholes being a major 
cause of suspension failure, drivers should be particularly conscious of cyclists and 
motorcyclists trying to get past a pothole and give them a wide berth. They are entitled to a 
wobble and would appreciate not having a motorist attempting to overtake just as they avoid 
a hole in the road”. 

More pothole advice from the IAM: 

 Leave plenty of room between you and the vehicle in front so that you can see the 
road surface before you drive or ride on it 

 If you do hit a pothole accidentally, make a point of checking your tyres once 
you‟ve stopped. Check the inner as well as the outer tyre wall, which may have 
been damaged as a result 

 Avoid suddenly pulling out to avoid a hole – you might discover that there is a 
motorcyclist trying to get past you, or encounter an oncoming vehicle 

 Bikers and cyclists need to look well ahead and change direction early so they 
have time to deal with the holes, and so that their movements don‟t cause surprise 
to other road users 

 Potholes tend to reappear in the same place again and again as previous repairs 
fail - remember where you saw one and expect it to be there again 

 Be extra vigilant on roads with lots of lorries and also around bus stops.  Extra 
pressure is put on the road surface wherever heavy vehicles stop, start or turn 

“Always make a point of reporting a pothole to the local authority as an early repair could 
prevent a future accident, although councils are reluctant to carry out permanent repairs until 
the winter conditions subside,” Mr Greig added.  

 

Keep calm and carry on: how to deal with a stuck accelerator 

 

As Toyota recalls millions of its cars due to accelerator problems, the IAM offers advice to 
drivers on what to do in event of an engineering malfunction. 

Stephen Mead, IAM Assistant Chief Examiner, said: “Keep calm – surprisingly the perception 
of the average driver with a stuck accelerator is that they can‟t brake either, but this is a 
misconception brought on by panic.  Press the brake firmly, then the clutch, disengaging the 
power. In an automatic, drivers should brake, wait for a reaction from the vehicle and then put 
the car into neutral. You can still steer, too, so a stuck accelerator isn‟t actually the disaster it 
sounds.  Look for somewhere to stop safely, indicate and make the manoeuvre as you would 
under normal circumstances. There will be loud revving in the background and you will 
probably be in a state of shock, but if you remain calm you can avoid serious danger.” 

Mr Mead offered this advice for owners of car models subject to recall: “Do look into getting a 
recall as soon as possible. Surprisingly few people actually approach manufacturers for 
recalls, which means the vehicles get sold on with the fault going unknown.” 

http://www.iam.org.uk/latest_news/keepcalmandcarryonhowtodealwithastuckaccelerator.html
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Older drivers are the safest, says IAM 

Drivers over 70 are no more likely to cause crashes than any other driver, and are 
considerably safer than younger drivers, according to a report published by the IAM. 

Neil Greig, IAM Director of Policy and Research said: “The report contradicts the common 
assumption that older drivers are a danger on the roads. Just eight per cent of drivers are 
over 70 and they are involved in around four per cent of injury crashes; but of the 15 per cent 
of drivers who are in their teens and 20s, 34 per cent are involved in injury crashes.” 

Older people rely heavily on their cars, and the ability to drive gives many older people better 
mobility and access to more activities. Men in their seventies make more trips as car drivers 
than men in their late teens and 20s. 

Mr Greig added: “The IAM recommends that, rather than seeking to prevent older people 
from driving, we need to make them aware of the risks they face, and offer them driving 
assessments to help them cope with these risks.” 

Greg Lewis of Age Concern/Help the Aged said: “We believe that where drivers wish to 
continue behind the wheel beyond the age of 70, only convincing reasons should prevent 
them from doing so.” 

Mr Lewis added: “An elderly person‟s risk of being killed or suffering a serious injury as a 
result of a road crash is between two and five times greater than that of a younger person 
because of their increased physical frailty.” 

Other key findings: 

 In the next 20 years the number of male drivers over 70 will double, female drivers 
will treble. 

 Drivers over 70 are safer on bends and overtaking than 50 year olds, but are more 
at risk at roundabouts, junctions and slip roads on high speed roads. 

 In some traffic situations, older drivers are less likely to be in a crash because they 
tend to adopt a more careful and restrained driving style. 

 No particular age was identified where there is sudden increase in crash 
involvement. 

 Older drivers self regulate and take fewer trips on motorways, in poor light or wet 
weather, or at peak times. 

 Drivers over 85 are four times more likely to have caused a crash than to have 
been an innocent victim of one. 

 Crashes in which older women are to blame peak about five years earlier than 
those for older men. 

"The IAM strongly believes that there is no case for compulsory retesting of older drivers at 
an arbitrary age. More research is needed on the best age to renew driving licences and 
there needs to be a wider debate on the introduction of restricted licensing,” said Mr Greig. 

 

[Ed: If you receive Mini-Roundabout electronically, you can view the full report by clicking 
here.  The editor is undecided about these findings.  What do you think about older drivers?  
What are your experiences of older drivers?  Perhaps you are an older driver – what are your 
thoughts and experiences?  Should there be an age limit where retesting needs to be done?  
Email your thoughts to roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk]  

 

http://www.iam.org.uk/images/stories/reports/IAMOlderdrivers.pdf
mailto:roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk
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Don’t be a victim of car crime, says IAM 

Despite alarm systems being fitted as standard and an increase in video surveillance over 
the years, the IAM has warned against complacency and given drivers advice on how to 
reduce the chances of a car break-in or theft.  Peter Rodger, IAM Chief Examiner, said: “It 
seems obvious, but we‟d still remind drivers, where possible, to park in a well lit, busy area 
with valuables out of view - and make sure your car has both an alarm and an immobiliser.  
Never underestimate the determination of some thieves: don‟t leave your car keys in a bowl 
or on a rack by the door - one of the most common methods of stealing a car is using a pole 
to reach through the letterbox to get the keys,” said Mr Rodger. 

If you have a garage, now‟s the time to clear out the ski boots and rolls of old carpet and 
make way for the thing it was built for – your car – although cars have got bigger over the 
years, meaning most of us have to park outside which affects both road safety and car 
security. 

More advice on avoiding car crime: 

 Try to use a car park with the 'ParkMark' logo which means it has achieved basic 
standards of security - but remember that you have no consumer rights in a car 
park and the car park operator has no legal responsibility whatsoever to protect 
your car. 

 Thieves will break into homes to get the keys to steal a car. If your car is high 
value, check the security of your home. 

 Don't leave the keys in the ignition when filling up your car with fuel or warming it 
up - remember your insurance could be invalidated if you do and your car is 
stolen. 

 Don't leave a satnav fitting on display, and rub off any ring left on the windscreen 
by the suction pad - a thief will smash the window and go straight to the glove 
compartment to find it. 

 Never store your car's documents within it and keep the glove box empty, leaving 
it open to make it clear there isn‟t anything inside. 

 Consider fitting a vehicle tracking device to help track and find your car if it gets 
stolen. 

Mr Rodger added: “The value of property stolen from your car may be relatively low, but the 
cost of repair to the car will be considerably more, not to mention the inconvenience, so 
vigilance and common sense could save you money and hassle.” 

The ten most and least dangerous places for theft (source: Endsleigh Insurance): 

Most Dangerous 

1. Hull 

2. Nottingham 

3. Bradford 

4. Manchester 

5. Doncaster 

6. London 

7. Northampton 

8. Sheffield 

9. Oldham 

10. Reading 

      Safest 

1. Swindon 

2. Cheltenham 

3. Solihull 

4. Southampton 

5. Bangor 

6. Norwich 

7. Exeter 

8. Maidstone 

9. Preston 

10. Lincoln 
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07780 743555 
 

www.m-a-m.org.uk 

or: 

Chairman: Paul Wilkins: contact Chris at group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk   

Secretary: Chris Tarbitten: group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk 

Treasurer: Graham Bennett: treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk 

Librarian: Pat Ham: librarian@m-a-m.org.uk 

Membership Secretary/Associates: Angela Summers: membership.officer@m-a-m.org.uk 

Chief Car Observer: David Major: chief.car.observer@m-a-m.org.uk 

Events Coordinator: Helen Pickett: events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk 

Mini Roundabout Newsletter Editor: Luke Pickett: roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk 

Webmaster: Luke Pickett: webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk   

If you have any suggestions about this News Sheet, or any other aspect of our activities, please do not hesitate 
to get in touch. 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT US 

 

FURTHER NOTICES 
 

 Observers: If you think you would like to be an observer and/or would like more information about 
observing please contact David Major, Chief Car Observer, by telephone on 01985 217050. 

 

 Email addresses: Help the environment - if you have an email address but receive your 
newsletters by post please let the Membership Secretary, Angela Summers, know your email 
address. You benefit from early receipt of Newsletters, early notice of special events, and we 
save on postage, time and effort, as well as using up fewer trees!  A win-win situation. 

 

 Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a suggestion for 
a talk, at our monthly meetings please advise the Events Coordinator, Helen Pickett. 

 

 DriveCheck: Remember that MAM is offering a FREE observed run for all potential new 
members so tell your friends now!  For more information please contact David Major. 

 

 Website: For the most up-to-date information, check out our website at www.m-a-m.org.uk  
 

Disclaimer 

 
Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those of an 

individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District Group Committee.  As 

such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation 

of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute changes to plans do occur.   

mailto:group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk
mailto:librarian@m-a-m.org.uk
mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk
mailto:roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk
http://www.m-a-m.org.uk/

