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Caption Competition

Thanks to Pete for the caption to last month’s picture (see below).  Send your captions for this month’s picture to roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk. 



    Last Month





This Month

 “The jousting competition is the other way sir”
Make frequent checks to avoid tyresome fines, says IAM
If you’re planning a long drive, take a quick but thorough look at your tyres. 

According to the IAM , around 10 per cent of cars on the road have at least one tyre with an illegal tread depth. This reduces braking effectiveness, increases risk of collision, and could lead to a hefty fine and points on your licence.

The IAM’s Head of Technical Advice, Tim Shallcross, says: “As tyres have only the area of the sole of your shoe in touch with the road at any one time, it’s a safety ‘no-brainer’ to keep them in top condition - extra care is needed in autumn when sudden heavy showers can profoundly affect tyre performance”.

Stopping distances double on wet roads and the risk of a skid can be trebled if the tread depth is only at the legal minimum of 1.6 mm. This risk increases seven-fold when the tread depth is less than 0.5mm. And if you have to brake hard on one of the 10 per cent of road surfaces with below average skid resistance, the skid risk rises by around 50 per cent.

IAM tyre advice
Inspect 
· Check the general state of the tyre for cuts, bumps and uneven wear: worn shoulders indicate under- inflation; if worn in the centre indicates over inflation and wear on one side indicates wheel misalignment 

· Check the tyre air pressure (an IAM survey found that only 18 per cent of men and 4 per cent of women check tyre pressures weekly)

· Underinflated tyres affect road grip, increase fuel consumption and tyre wear, and in hot weather they’re more likely to suffer a ‘blow out’

Adjust the tyre pressure
· Check that your tyres are correctly inflated (ideally when they’re cold) 

Know the law
· The penalty for driving with one illegal tyre is a fine of up to £2,500 and three points on your licence. 

· While the legal minimum tread depth is 1.6mm, consider replacing the tyres soon after the tread depth reaches 3mm, and always replace them once the tread is down to 2mm 

Fitting new tyres
· When replacing two worn tyres, the new ones should be fitted to the same axle, preferably the rear axle

· Also make sure the tyres are suitable for the vehicle and the wheels they are being fitted to
Tired drivers: don’t wing it with energy drinks
High mileage drivers who use “high energy” drinks to keep them going have been warned by the IAM that there could be a hidden danger in relying on caffeinated drinks, which can even lead to increased weariness behind the wheel.

The US National Safety Commission (NSC) has issued an alert for those driving under caffeine intoxication, similar to warnings associated with drinking alcohol and driving. Research has shown that just an hour after drinking a highly caffeinated and sugared drink, tired drivers can experience serious lapses in concentration and slower reaction times as the drink wears off.

Excessive caffeine consumption can cause similar symptoms to alcohol intoxication. The American Food and Drink Administration (FDA) has attributed symptoms such as irritability, nervousness, irregular or rapid heartbeat, muscle twitching and rambling speech to what it terms “caffeine intoxication”.

Neil Greig, IAM Director of Policy and Research, said: “Energy drinks are good as a quick fix, but they’re no substitute for regular breaks. Having a high-caffeine drink is a one-off hit – you can’t repeat it, as this type of drink does not produce the same effect in a couple of hours’ time”.

In order to beat fatigue on long drives the IAM advises the following: 

· Consider stopping overnight on long-haul journeys

· Share the driving with someone else – don’t do it all yourself if you don’t have to

· Stop every two hours

· If you start to feel tired while driving, don’t rely on air con or an open window: find a safe place to stop

· Only get back behind the wheel when you are properly refreshed

· Remember, tiredness can be a killer as it affects reaction time and concentration.

Parking Charges Part 3
Thanks to Tony for his thoughts on Elaine’s parking charges case:

In a case where you are getting continued harassment with threats of court action why not just let them take you to court? The matter will then be settled and you can claim costs and possibly damages for harassment and defamation of character.  Any legal eagles out there with an opinion on this?

Send your thoughts to roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk.

If you have not been following Elaine’s story please visit www.m-a-m.org.uk to view past editions of Mini-Roundabout.
No room for complacency in tackling Britain’s road deaths, says IAM
Confirmation that 2008 was the lowest year for road deaths since records began has been welcomed today by the IAM, the UK’s leading road safety charity.

However, around seven people are still killed on our roads every day, and the slight increase in child deaths shows there is no room for complacency among the many agencies charged with delivering road safety on our roads. Less traffic on the roads due to the recession has also delivered a short term road safety bonus which will make these gains even harder to sustain in the future.

IAM Director of Policy and Research, Neil Greig, said: “The figures show that driver or rider error, such as poor reaction and failing to look properly, continue to be the most frequently reported contributory factors, suggesting that as individuals we should look at our own behaviour behind the wheel to bring road deaths down.

“The key challenge is to get road users themselves to take responsibility for their role in reducing the number of fatal crashes.”

In addition, new research based on the latest figures for 2009 from around Europe from the FIA (Fédération Internationale de l’Automobile) shows that many European countries are making faster progress on reducing deaths and injuries than the UK.

“The UK Government needs to show strong leadership at the highest level if its target, to make Britain’s roads the safest in the world, is to be delivered,” said Mr Greig.

	Country
	% difference in deaths 08/09
	
	Country
	% difference in deaths 08/09

	Norway
	-29
	
	Switzerland
	-11

	Sweden
	-24
	
	Finland
	-9

	Italy
	-22
	
	Malta
	-9

	Croatia
	-20
	
	Serbia
	-9

	Cyprus
	-18
	
	Slovenia
	-9

	Denmark
	-16
	
	Portugal
	-8

	Czech Republic
	-14
	
	UK
	-8

	Germany
	-11
	
	Austria
	-3

	Spain
	-11
	
	Belgium
	-3

	
	
	France
	1


Don’t take an early mud bath this autumn
Harvest time is upon us and local drivers, as well as out-of-towners, will be confronted by slippery mud patches on the roads, usually with nothing more than the charmingly rustic home-made sign as a warning.
The IAM has urged drivers to look for other clues to the possibility of mud on the roads, which caused 696 accidents in 2008*. IAM Chief Examiner, Peter Rodger, said: 
“Mud on roads is particularly an issue around harvest time. If you’re driving on a rural road, keep an eye out for indicators such as tractors in the fields, and straw or tractor tyre marks on the roads. Field and farm entrances or farm buildings by the roadside are places where the landscape is giving a clue that there could be a problem. If you do find a small amount of mud, be ready for more, and prepared to find yourself on a very slippery surface. If it rains the result can be a very slippery film of mud spread across the road. 
“If you are amongst other traffic, drop back from the vehicle ahead and allow yourself more time to see the road surface – and keep away from the mud splattered up onto your windscreen at the same time.
“Mud is an inevitable part of life in the country, and drivers should always expect it to be there. 
Statistically rural roads are our most dangerous and observation is the key to safe driving. By taking this kind of information on board, and by adjusting your driving accordingly, you can avoid being caught by surprise, and serious accidents due to skidding.”
More Number Plates
Thanks to Pete for this one:

A1 AVM
Seen on a BMW.  Is this person a good leader?

[AVM = Air Vice Marshall?]

Keep those unusual number plates coming.  Send them to roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk. 

Librarian’s News

Pat would like to thank Rodney for kindly donating the book Jaguar XK8 The Authorised Biography to our Library.  This book is now available for loan at our group meetings.  For a full list of available items please consult our Library Catalogue at www.m-a-m.org.uk and click on ‘Library’.  Alternatively speak to Pat at our monthly group meetings.
Pat would also like to share this story with you:
 
“On Sunday Ian and I went to the Malvern Autumn Show.  When looking around the Vintage cars we saw a "Blue 1965 Riley 1.5 with the number plate of FAB 994C.  I would like this number plate on Babe!  [Ed: for those who don’t know Pat’s car is called Babe!]  Also, there was a 1947 Morris 8 Series E, and this reminded me of my very first car, which was a 1937 Morris 8 Series E and her name was Lulu. 
I have great memories of Lulu and would like to share a few experiences: 
1. When the road was wet with puddles I had to accelerate fast and lift my feet off the pedals because the water came up by the pedals! 
2. Coming back from Lyneham I remember having a blanket wrapped round my legs to keep warm as there was no heater.  I had to keep stopping so Ian could clear the windscreen of snow, sometimes stopping on an incline to lift the bonnet, press something and then she would start.  I had no garage so she was covered in carpet in the bad snow during the Winter of 1963/64.  Snow covered her up to her bonnet, but she still started.  Eventually though we had to pay for her to be taken away.  Herbie, the Beetle, was my next car.”

Do you have any stories (recent or from times gone by) that you would like to share?  If so email the editor at roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk. 

[The Ed has dug out an old email from Pat containing pictures of the skittles night (December 2008) and the Safety Camera Demonstration (July 2008).  These pictures were never published in Mini-Roundabout or on our website, but can be seen in our group scrapbook, along with a multitude of other articles about the group’s activities.  The scrapbook, which is part of our Library, is available to view at our monthly meetings.]
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or:


Chairman: Paul Wilkins: contact Chris at � HYPERLINK "mailto:group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk" ��group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk�  


Secretary: Chris Tarbitten: group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk


Treasurer: Graham Bennett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk" ��treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk�


Librarian: Pat Ham: � HYPERLINK "mailto:librarian@m-a-m.org.uk" ��librarian@m-a-m.org.uk�


Membership Secretary/Associates: Angela Summers: membership.officer@m-a-m.org.uk


Chief Car Observer: David Major: chief.car.observer@m-a-m.org.uk


Events Coordinator: Helen Pickett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk" ��events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk�


Mini Roundabout Newsletter Editor: Luke Pickett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk" ��roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk�


Webmaster: Luke Pickett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk" ��webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk�  


If you have any suggestions about this News Sheet, or any other aspect of our activities, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
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FURTHER NOTICES





Observers: If you think you would like to be an observer and/or would like more information about observing please contact David Major, Chief Car Observer, by telephone on 01985 217050.





Email addresses: Help the environment - if you have an email address but receive your newsletters by post please let the Membership Secretary, Angela Summers, know your email address. You benefit from early receipt of Newsletters, early notice of special events, and we save on postage, time and effort, as well as using up fewer trees!  A win-win situation.





Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a suggestion for a talk, at our monthly meetings please advise the Events Coordinator, Helen Pickett.





DriveCheck: Remember that MAM is offering a FREE observed run for all potential new members so tell your friends now!  For more information please contact David Major.





Website: For the most up-to-date information, check out our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.m-a-m.org.uk" ��www.m-a-m.org.uk� 








WHAT’S ON?





All monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month, 


at the Riverside Club in Melksham, unless otherwise advised, and start at 19:30


There is a modest charge of £1 to cover refreshments and a ticket for the raffle.


If you are not sure where the Riverside Club is there is a map on our website.


Bring a friend: All welcome, including non-members and members of other groups





October 15th 		Weather Stations – Helen Pickett from Wiltshire Council


(N.B. Due to unforeseen circumstances the talk on Road Surfaces by Paul Bromley originally scheduled for this meeting has been postponed until further notice.  N.B. date change also)


November 19th 	Road Signs – Mark Stansby from Wiltshire Council


December 10th	Road Policing – Chief Inspector Ian Copus from Wiltshire Police  


(N.B. This is the second Thursday of the month, not the third)


January 21st 		VIP Escorting & Protection – Pete Russ, former Police Driving Trainer


February 18th 	Atwell Wilson Motor Museum and The History of the Car














CONGRATULATIONS





Antony Skrebys 





on passing his Observer Theory and Practical Tests





Disclaimer





Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District Group Committee.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute changes to plans do occur.  











The Future of MAM…


Attendance at our monthly meetings has always been fairly low given the number of members we have within the Group.  Recently, however, the number of people coming to our meetings has begun to fall off.  Not only is this disappointing, and sometimes uninspiring for our speakers, but it leaves the people who are there with very few people to talk to.  We would like to thank the core group of people who attend every meeting as without them our meetings would not exist.  We would now like to see some fresh faces at our meetings so that we can all share our experiences.  Meetings are generally informal, with tea and coffee being served, plus a raffle each month.  Worried about not knowing anyone?  You are all in the same boat!  And we don’t bite, honestly!  But if you would prefer to sit in the corner on your own that is absolutely fine!  Our speakers are always very interesting, giving an insight into matters that you may not have know about before.  Meetings are held every third Thursday of the month (see the front page of Mini-Roundabout) at 7:30pm in the Riverside Club, St. Georges Hill, Melksham, SN12 6LP.  Meetings are normally finished by 9pm at the latest.  If you have trouble getting to Melksham, please contact us (details on the back page of Mini-Roundabout) and we will do our best to arrange a lift for you.  We have some great speakers lined up for the winter months but if attendance does not improve then the committee will need to rethink about how to move forward next year, possibly resulting in fewer Group meetings or scrapping the meetings all together.  This would be a great shame, so please support your local Group by coming to our monthly meetings (you do not need to come every month if you do not wish to!).  


We look forward to seeing you soon.  Thank you.











Skid Pan Event


Following the success of previous skid pan events, we are organising another trip to Castle Combe Skid Pan for 2010.  More details will follow soon, but if you would be interested in participating in this event, please sign up at our group meetings, or contact Helen Pickett at � HYPERLINK "mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk" ��events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk�.  This is not a commitment to take part but we would like to get an idea of numbers.  We are hoping to be able to subsidise the cost of the visit and when we have an idea of numbers we will be able to give further details on this.  Many thanks.
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