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Caption Competition

Thanks to Pat and Pete for the captions to last month’s picture (see below).  Send your captions for this month’s picture to roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk. 



    Last Month





This Month

“Leaping deer are one thing – but elephants!!!”
“I think I need the LooooOOOOOOOOOOO!” 

      (Pete thought this was appropriate 

        as there is still someone inside!)
More Number Plates
Thanks to Pete for these:

D1ALS

Owned by a clockmaker or perhaps a train driver?
POO4WEE

The mind boggles!  Anyone into sewerage?

Keep those unusual number plates coming.  Send them to roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk. 
Blind Lorries
Thanks to John for this apparently true story:

In Australia huge lorries trundle across the country for miles on end.  To pass the time drivers often read the paper whilst driving.  To ensure that they can still see the road they cut a small hole in the paper, but if you are travelling in the other direction all you can see is a lorry driving towards you with a newspaper across the windscreen!  Now there’s a scary thought!
Do you have any unusual or dangerous stories you could share with us?  If so, send them to roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk. 
Take a leaf out of our book: make Autumn checks on your car says IAM

Leaves on the line, slippery streets and endless hours sweeping the driveway: they may look pretty but autumn leaves can interfere with getting around. They can also have a devastating effect on the electronics of many modern cars, and the IAM is advising simple autumn checks to prevent breakdowns.

Plenum chambers
At this time of year it's quite common for leaves to accumulate in 'plenum chambers' - the tray-like area under the bonnet, just below the windscreen.

Most modern cars have one or two plenum chambers at the back of the engine bay, where the heating system draws in air.

Leaves can block up the drains and cause them to fill with water when it rains which then leaks into areas that should be protected from the elements, such as the computers which control the engine, braking systems and other expensive electronic equipment. Trapped water can also make the windows constantly mist up, impairing visibility and reducing safety.

So the next time the bonnet is up, perhaps when checking the oil or topping up the windscreen washer, have a look at these chambers and clear out the leaves and any accumulated grime.

Batteries
Autumn can also take its toll on car batteries as the first frost settles, but some basic maintenance can help to prolong battery life.

The top of a battery must be clean and dry, the terminals must be tight and free from corrosion and the battery itself must be mounted securely in its tray. Modern batteries need be kept fully charged by the car's alternator. If a battery is more than three years old, it is worth having it checked now to save many a frustrating start to an autumn morning.

Also make sure you check your antifreeze and stock up on de-icer for the frosty mornings ahead.

It pays to bear your own driving behaviour in mind as the seasons change, and to adapt your driving to the conditions. Always drive within your own - and your car's - limits.

Take care as clocks go back, says IAM
Drivers should be even more safety conscious now that the clocks have gone back, says the IAM.
IAM Chief Examiner Peter Rodger said: “Optimum driving conditions are now ending after an autumn with reasonably good weather, so drivers may need to reduce speed to reflect bad light and weather conditions. More hours of darkness as the clocks go back may require slower speeds – especially in the evening as earlier darkness means children are still on their way home in the dark.”

"Drivers should remember that speed limits are not targets. They are there as a guide for driving in optimum conditions. 

“The period between late afternoon and early evening, the time when most casualties happen, is now in darkness.” 

Driver safety suggestions from the IAM:

· Don’t wait until it’s fully dark to turn your lights on: see and be seen.

· Take particular care where children may be playing as light fades, especially between 4pm and 6pm.

· Look out for pedestrians and cyclists wearing dark clothing.

· Check your windscreen wiper blades are in good condition and washer reservoir topped up.

· Keep the windscreen clean and clear

· Carry a spare pair of shoes in your car as dry soles make it easier to drive.

· Check your lights and tyres, including your spare tyre and carry a spare set of light bulbs

· Wipe your head lights and tail lights to keep them bright.


Misuse of satnav means road users are ‘driving blind’ says IAM
Drivers using satellite navigation should keep a map for backup, says the IAM.
Many people in rural areas will have seen or heard of lorry drivers getting stuck in narrow lanes after blindly following their satnav’s cheerful instructions. If the UK were to introduce ‘road trains’ (articulated 60 tonne mega-liners stretching up to 82ft), as has been discussed recently, these incidents could be much more serious says the IAM.

A recent survey (motoring.co.uk) said that 20% of women and 30% of men have blindly followed a satnav into the middle of a field, and Network Rail has experienced damage to railway bridges and level crossing collisions as a result of drivers’ failure to use their initiative.

Peter Rodger, IAM Chief Examiner, said: “Satnavs can be a real aid to road safety, providing the driver already has an idea of the route.

“Your satnav aids your own navigational abilities. It should not replace them. Have a map as a fall back and remember satnavs are no more infallible than the person who uses them, so do have some idea of your route before you set out.”

“Drivers using satnavs for the first time should be prepared to familiarise themselves with it before setting off on a journey.” Mr Rodger added.

The IAM recommends:

· Always programme your satnav before you set off, not while you are driving.

· Use the audible instruction to guide you and only use the screen for a quick glance as a confirmation.

· Certain routes may be closed for whatever reason, and sometimes the data on the satnav itself is old - with a map you can find routes around problems more easily. Pull over and look at your map at the first safe opportunity if you get confused.

· Drivers should also think about the position of the unit - the satnav unit shouldn’t obstruct your vision or be put where an airbag could be deployed.

· Weight and height restrictions apply to some routes which is worth bearing in mind if you are driving a hired vehicle that is larger than one you are used to.

· Remove the unit before leaving the vehicle and make sure that all visible satnav mounting marks are removed from the windscreen before you leave the car – they encourage thieves. Also don’t programme in your ‘home’ details - thieves have been known to use these to commit further offences after stealing the satnav unit.

· Although there is currently no legislation for the correct use of satellite navigation equipment, the police have a number of offences they can apply if they believe the driver to have been ‘driving without due care’ or ‘failing to have proper control’. These could result in endorsements of between three and nine penalty points on your licence.
Your Thoughts…

[Ed: I am introducing a designated section into Mini-Roundabout where members can voice their concerns and opinions on various motoring matters, but this will only work if I receive information from you!  If you have any thoughts on published articles or views on any other matter, please contact the editor at roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk.]
Thank you to Leslie for the following letter regarding the article entitled ‘No room for complacency in tackling Britain’s road deaths, says IAM’ in the October edition of Mini-Roundabout.  If you did not read this article it can be found in the Newsletter archive at www.m-a-m.org.uk.  
Dear Mr Pickett

Having quietly mused for a few days, I came to the conclusion that I ought to articulate my thoughts.  
Statistics can, I believe, range from very useful to potentially misleading.  The table of road deaths included in the October edition of Mini-Roundabout comes close to the latter.  
Whilst we as members of the IAM must applaud any sensible effort to reduce road deaths, presenting data in the form shown is, in my view, not very helpful.  The chart tries to show change, but change from what?  What is the start point for the previous year?  
What is the trend?  Did Norway, for instance, have a very bad previous year or do they show year on year improvement?  
Where is the raw data?  Did France’s apparent poor performance mean there was a slight deterioration from a low base whilst others show a reduction from a high base?  
Is it really helpful to compare Malta and Cyprus with the UK?  One major disaster in each of the smaller countries would make a significant statistical change, whereas a similar happening in the UK would hardly register.

On a factual note, the total population in each of ten countries listed is smaller than that of London.

Is there a good reason for the selective nature of the listed countries?  Notable absentees include Greece, Ireland, Hungary and the Netherlands to name but a few. 
I know that you are passing on information in your newsletter, but I do think that as members of a respected motoring group we should question information given to us, rather than accept it at face value.

[Turn over for the response of the editor and the IAM]

The editor’s response

Dear Leslie

Thank you for your letter dated 19 October.  It is always encouraging to know that members are thinking about what they read and reflecting on its true value.  I agree with many of the points you raise, and am often baffled by some of the press releases from the IAM, which is why I do not print them all and welcome comments from members who feel the information is incorrect or misleading.  I will, however, try to answer some of your questions.

The table in the article you mention shows the percentage change in road deaths from 2008 to 2009.  This gives us an overview of the progress being made by various countries within the space of one year.  You are right, however, to question the trend of these changes as we do not know what the percentage difference for previous years was.  Of course, we are also not at the end of 2009 yet, and there is no mention in the article of when these statistics were measured.  Therefore we must assume that the calculations are based from September to September each year.  If this is not the case then the table is wholly inaccurate and could completely change by the end of the year.

I have been unable to trace the original publication from the FIA to discover if there is any more data behind the article in question, or the reasons behind the selective nature of the listed countries.  I enclose, however, an article from the FIA regarding road safety in 2006-7, which may be of limited help [if you receive Mini-Roundabout electronically you can view the article by clicking here].  Of particular interest are the percentage changes for the countries listed, and the fact that the statistics do not reflect a fixed time period, suggesting that the same method would have been used for the 2008-9 report.

I would like to thank you for raising your concerns, and I will add a section into future editions of Mini-Roundabout where members can voice their opinions on various matters.  I will begin, in November, with your letter and my response, and see if any other members are of the same opinion.  You may also like to consider writing directly to the IAM to see what their response would be.  Their address is: Institute of Advanced Motorists, IAM House, 510 Chiswick High Road, London, W4 5RG, or you can contact the press office by telephone on 020 8996 9777.
The IAM’s response
Leslie has attempted to contact the IAM via telephone to discuss this article.  Eventually he was told that the IAM do not have the resources to look into data and statistics, and therefore simply publish the information without looking into it in great detail.  Leslie is concerned about the reliability of other articles published by the IAM.  

 

The editor is inclined to agree with Leslie.  Do you agree?  Do you have any thoughts about this or any other articles?  Send your thoughts to roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk.  

.  
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If you have any suggestions about this News Sheet, or any other aspect of our activities, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
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FURTHER NOTICES





Observers: If you think you would like to be an observer and/or would like more information about observing please contact David Major, Chief Car Observer, by telephone on 01985 217050.





Email addresses: Help the environment - if you have an email address but receive your newsletters by post please let the Membership Secretary, Angela Summers, know your email address. You benefit from early receipt of Newsletters, early notice of special events, and we save on postage, time and effort, as well as using up fewer trees!  A win-win situation.





Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a suggestion for a talk, at our monthly meetings please advise the Events Coordinator, Helen Pickett.





DriveCheck: Remember that MAM is offering a FREE observed run for all potential new members so tell your friends now!  For more information please contact David Major.





Website: For the most up-to-date information, check out our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.m-a-m.org.uk" ��www.m-a-m.org.uk� 








WHAT’S ON?





All monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month, 


at the Riverside Club in Melksham, unless otherwise advised, and start at 19:30


There is a modest charge of £1 to cover refreshments and a ticket for the raffle.


If you are not sure where the Riverside Club is there is a map on our website.


Bring a friend: All welcome, including non-members and members of other groups





November 19th 	Road Signs – Mark Stansby from Wiltshire Council


(N.B. The library will be unavailable at this meeting–all items are now	 due on December 10th) 


December 10th	Road Policing – Chief Inspector Ian Copus from Wiltshire Police  


(N.B. This is the second Thursday of the month, not the third)


January 21st 		VIP Escorting & Protection – Pete Russ, former Police Driving Trainer


February 18th 	Atwell Wilson Motor Museum and The History of the Car














George Meredith


It is with great sadness that we have learned of the death of George Meredith.  George was a valued member of the group who always came to our monthly meetings and organised events, and brought with him a smile.  George will be missed by all and our thoughts are with his family and friends at this time.





Disclaimer





Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District Group Committee.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute changes to plans do occur.  

















Skid Pan Event


The Castle Combe skid pan session has been booked for 1:30pm on Sunday 6th June 2010.  All places have now been filled, but if you are interested in participating in this event and have not yet signed up, please sign the list at our group meetings and we will contact you should a space become available.  For those who have signed up please contact Helen Pickett at � HYPERLINK "mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk" �events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk� or at group meetings to confirm your attendance on this date.  The cost will be £70 per member.  If we are unable to fill all the spaces with group members we will open it up to guests, but we will be unable to subsidise this and the full cost of £90 will apply for non-members.  Full payment to be made by 1st April 2010 please, by sending a cheque made payable to ‘Melksham Advanced Motorists’ to the treasurer, Graham Bennett, at 38 Osmund Road, Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 3GD.
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