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More number plates!

Here’s some more of those unusual number plates (thanks to Pete for these):  

1 CWT
Seen on a not particularly heavy car!
K1LJA
Hope this isn’t an assassin!  Seen on a black MX5 in Salisbury

Please keep the unusual number plates coming in: send them to roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk 

MAM LIBRARY

There has been a decline in interest in the group’s Library in recent months so Pat has kindly put together this article to remind you of what the library has to offer.

Your Library was first thought of, and the first items were bought, in 2001 and it is still being set up in the same position at the Riverside club each 3rd Thursday of the month! 

The Library has 36 items, ranging from books, videos, DVDs, a puzzle, other groups newsletters and even photos of cars abroad.  The Library used to have over 40 items until the Motorcyclists formed their own group, and then Motorcycle related items were donated to their Library.

Since 2001, the most popular item to be loaned out is “The World’s Stupidest Signs”.  I must admit, it does bring a smile to the face!  I would like to think you have a wide variety of items to choose from when deciding what item to take out on loan.  Here are a few examples: 



History

Encyclopaedia of Vintage Cars





Directory of Classic Cars





AA History, Badges and Memorabilia



Thinking
Fast Lady





Fatal Error





Mind Driving



Brush up
Roadcraft





Highway Code





Advanced Driver Training





Police Driver’s Course



Fun

World’s Stupidest Signs





Worst Cars Ever Sold



Relax

Branch Line puzzle

The Group’s Scrapbook has a bit of everything: information and examples of how the Group was formed; photos of events covered, plus skittles nights; different examples of Newsletters and Mini Roundabout; latest reports of Group meetings.

If you have any ideas for the Library, I am open to suggestions to purchase items, or maybe you may have any unwanted items you would like to donate to your Library. 

There is a catalogue of Library items on our Website, but there is always a paper copy on the Library table.  You can loan as many items as you wish with a renewal date of 2 or 3 months.  If at any time you cannot return an item by the due date, just let me know (my contact number is inside the Library item on the date label), and I will renew it for you.  Also, if you see an item on the catalogue and it is not on the Library table, I can reserve it for you.

When the Library started, I carried the stock in a carrier bag.  From that it progressed to a small holdall, and now it’s in a suitcase on wheels, so I am grateful for the help that I get from people who put and take the suitcase in and out of “Babe” for me.  Please keep in mind, if you want something to read or look at, your Library might be able to help, and it will make the suitcase a little lighter to wheel around!


Pat


Jokes
Thanks to Pat for these motoring related jokes.  If you have any other jokes that would be suitable for publication, please email the editor.


.

Pothole growth prompts road safety advice for drivers and riders

According to a recent report the UK has seen a growth of a third in the number of potholes as a result of a back-log and under funding. Delayed buses, damaged cars or worst still, upended two wheelers are the unintended consequences, warned the IAM.  Visual defects such as cracking and deterioration will be addressed by a succession of “patch and mend” road works which will do little for congestion or road safety.  IAM Chief Examiner Peter Rodger said that there are things that individual drivers and riders can do to anticipate pot holes, and what should happen afterwards.

"Be particularly conscious of cyclists and motorcyclists trying to get past one and give them a suitably wide berth. They are entitled to a wobble and would appreciate not having a motorist attempting to overtake just as they avoid a hole in the road. If you do hit a pothole accidentally, make a point of checking not just the outer tyre wall but the inner tyre wall, which may have been damaged as a result," said Mr Rodger. “With bank holiday weekends upon us there will be more people out enjoying the open air – and coming across potholes on roads they don’t know. Expect them to react late and to change direction sharply and be ready – give everyone room while we all cope with poor road conditions. Leave plenty of room between you and the vehicle in front so that you can see the road surface before you drive or ride on it.”

The IAM recommends that, spotting a pothole ahead, you should use your knowledge of the damaged road surface to position yourself in such a way that you can avoid it. "But check behind and ahead; don’t drive too close to an oncoming vehicle to avoid a pothole. Or suddenly pull out to avoid a hole, to discover that there is a motorcyclist trying to get past you when you do so," said Mr Rodger. “Bikers and cyclists need to look well ahead and change direction early, so they have time to deal with the holes, and their movements don’t cause surprise.”

Wet weather makes potholes even more dangerous, concealing them under normal surface water. If you know that a local road has a pothole developing, even if it is not visible, try to use the a line that avoids it - if it is safe to do so. Finally, always make a point of reporting a pothole to the local authority as an early repair could prevent a future accident.

IAM backs move to crack down on uninsured drivers

The UK’s estimated two million uninsured drivers face an instant fine should the latest Government proposals go ahead. The IAM has backed the move, claiming it will protect the vast majority of law abiding motorists - as long as databases are reliable.  Under new proposals from the Department for Transport, using the 2006 Road Safety Act, vehicles and motorists will have to be continuously insured, whether the vehicle is kept and used on a road or not. The DVLA will send reminder letters to motorists whose insurance is soon to expire. If they ignore this letter and don’t renew their motor insurance, they will be issued with an automatic fine.  IAM chief examiner, Peter Rodger, said: “The proposal will help reduce the numbers of people who had genuinely forgotten their insurance was up for renewal. However, those who deliberately flout the law are unlikely to be fazed by the new proposals as they will continue to find ways to work the system. It’s worth remembering that a crash involving an uninsured driver is particularly fraught. A worst case scenario is when the uninsured driver will be in an unregistered vehicle, untaxed and without a current MOT – there are a host of road safety issues when some drivers choose to simply drop below the radar. These illegal motorists not only represent a threat to other road users, but also place a financial burden on the remaining 94 per cent of law abiding motorists.”  The proposal entirely depends on the accuracy of both the DVLA keeper records and the Motor Insurance Database (MID). The IAM is concerned about their reliability. Mr Rodger added: “There are regular instances where the MID has provided inaccurate information to police enforcement units, leading to mistaken action against drivers and vehicles which are in fact insured. It would be unfair for a motorist to receive a fine if the database in incorrect. We also recommend that a check against the Police National Computer is carried out, so the victim of a crime, such as theft, does not have to prove to the police that they already hold a report.”

The IAM would like assurances from the DVLA that these accuracy problems will be addressed before placing unnecessary concern onto law abiding motorists. Enforcement measures such as Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) and road traffic policing are crucial for any new scheme to be effective. 

Infrastructure and training are the answer to UK pedestrian and cycling problem says IAM
The IAM has welcomed the report from the National Audit Office as it underlines a focus on children and cyclists as the top priority needed to lift Great Britain up the road safety league table. “The government are already talking about creating the safest roads in the world and the biggest challenge will be to do this for our most vulnerable road users,” says Neil Greig, director of policy and research at the IAM. The IAM believe that long-term investment in separate facilities for cycling and an improved environment for pedestrians is key. Mr Greig added, “Drivers and riders can make mistakes but, when they share the same road space, that mistake is always fatal for the most vulnerable, while the car or lorry driver will more likely emerge physically unscathed. Providing the best possible protection must include more cycle paths and better urban design for the safety all road users.” 

Research shows that children in deprived areas are most at risk as they spend much more time near busy roads compared to our European counterparts. Town planning and new designs for housing areas will ultimately deliver more safe places to live and play but that will take many years. In the meantime the IAM supports pedestrian and cycling training for children and also provides training for adults wishing to cycle more often. Such training not only increases skills and confidence, but enforces the principles of road safety and promotes awareness of the needs of vulnerable road users. These have always been a key part of the advanced driving test. 
Ten year road safety blueprint welcomed by IAM

Ambitious Government proposals for road safety targets over the next ten years - with important new targets to save lives - have been greeted by the IAM, the UK’s largest independent road safety charity. 

“The Department for Transport’s new targets are impressive. There is no hint of complacency here and we believe that the declared aspiration - to have the safest roads in the world by 2020 - is excellent,” said IAM chief examiner Peter Rodger.

“We can expect a more rigorous examination of what works for road safety, and what doesn’t.

“Reducing the number of people killed and seriously injured by 33 per cent will take a formidable effort, but it’s good to hear that the will is there,” said Mr Rodger.

But earlier suggestions of a blanket 50mph speed limit have been dropped from the proposals, with an emphasis instead on targeting.

“No two rural roads are the same - there are places where it makes no sense to reduce the limit,” said Mr Rodger.

And moves to help new drivers tackle the difficulties of rural roads are particularly needed. 

“While 20mph zones outside schools may seem a simple fix, there is little evidence that children get run over there. To explore careful use of 20mph limits in primarily residential areas makes a lot more sense,” said Mr Rodger.

“Conversely, deaths and serious injury on the UK's rural roads are the top road safety issue facing authorities and road users over the next ten years, as we have argued for some time.”

Research by the IAM and EuroRAP (European Road Assessment Programme) in 2007 showed that rural roads can be star-rated for safety and appropriate speed limits applied at the worst locations. Those roads with bends and twists, hidden junctions and poor overtaking opportunities should be the prime candidates for a wholesale review of speed limits.

"A detailed review by local authorities to assess every mile of rural road should not result in a simple application of an arbitrary lower speed limit that conveys no obvious message to the driver," said Mr Rodger. "Even at 30mph some rural roads can be lethal – while others are perfectly safe at 60mph."

"A joint programme of road improvements, campaigns to raise awareness, more enforcement, encouragement to take extra training and including rural roads in the new driving test will ultimately deliver results."


Smooth cash flow with a holistic approach to driver risk management

A unique system providing occupational drivers with access to a total Driver Risk Management (DRM) programme for a fixed monthly fee, no matter what training is provided, has been launched by leading UK occupational driver training organisation IAM Fleet.

“In the DRM ensure programme, all drivers will undergo an online risk assessment to determine their risk rating, based on a combination of their driving environment, attitude and behaviour,” said IAM Fleet Managing Director Seb Goldin. 

“Further training is then tailored to an individual driver’s needs using a range of professional IAM Fleet online and on-road training products, and can even be coupled with other services such as a driver licence checking.” 

And no matter what this further training is per individual driver, the cost of the DRM ensure programme is the same price for all enrolled.

“DRM ensure gives employees access to a comprehensive DRM programme, for a fixed cost over the term of the package. For fleet and health and safety managers, this means all employees receive the appropriate level of training, and resources are targeted to those identified as being at greatest risk. For finance managers, this means costs can be accurately forecasted and managed,” said Mr Goldin. 

“The DRM programme is fully managed by IAM Fleet, with consistent and regular management information provided to demonstrate progress and highlight risk and areas which require improvement. Accurate records also provide an audit trail for all drivers, demonstrating adherence to company health and safety policies.”

A leading fashion and homeware retailer has reaped the benefits of this customised approach over the last year, demonstrating how companies managing fleet costs in challenging economic times can now effectively forecast and manage expenditure through a holistic solution to driver risk management.

“The retailer, with more than 1000 drivers enrolled in DRM ensure, has found the targeted approach and fixed costing to be the key benefits of the programme,” said Mr Goldin. 

“Each programme is created on a bespoke basis to a client’s requirements. The programme for this client, which includes a combination of online, on road and license checking services, has delivered both excellent value and a fully auditable system for all drivers.

“As advocates for road safety, we believe safety should remain a priority not jeopardised by financial constraints. Training is an investment and cutting back is a false economy. Trained employees can not only save money, but also support health and safety commitments. 

“Fixing training costs smoothes cash flow and can help companies sustain essential training and manage the associated costs,” said Mr Goldin.

“DRM ensure provides cost stability with access to a large range of professional training services that can specifically target an individual’s needs.”

IAM Fleet is the occupational driver training division of the IAM, training more than 35,000 drivers per year since 1985.

If you receive Mini-Roundabout by email click here for more information about DRM ensure.














AGM


Our Annual General Meeting will take place at 7:30 at the Riverside Club this Thursday (21st May 2009).  Please come and support your group: this is your chance to have your say.  We are also looking for fresh blood on the committee, so if you would like to get more involved please come along.  Our secretary, Chris, will also be speaking about driving in a foreign country.
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07780 743555





www.m-a-m.org.uk


or:


Chairman: Paul Wilkins: contact Chris at � HYPERLINK "mailto:group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk" ��group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk�  


Secretary: Chris Tarbitten: group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk


Treasurer: Graham Bennett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk" ��treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk�


Librarian: Pat Ham: � HYPERLINK "mailto:librarian@m-a-m.org.uk" ��librarian@m-a-m.org.uk�


Membership Secretary/Associates: Mike Doggart: membership.officer@m-a-m.org.uk


Chief Car Observer: David Major: chief.car.observer@m-a-m.org.uk


Events Coordinator: Marie Green: � HYPERLINK "mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk" ��events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk�


Mini Roundabout Newsletter Editor: Luke Pickett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk" ��roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk�


Webmaster: Luke Pickett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk" ��webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk�  


If you have any suggestions about this News Sheet, or any other aspect of our activities, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
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FURTHER NOTICES





Observers: If you think you would like to be an observer and/or would like more information about observing please contact David Major, Chief Car Observer, by telephone on 01985 217050.





Email addresses: Help the environment - if you have an email address but receive your newsletters by post please let the Membership Secretary, Mike Doggart, know your email address. You benefit from early receipt of Newsletters, early notice of special events, and we save on postage, time and effort. A win-win situation.





Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a suggestion for a talk, at our monthly meetings please advise the Events Coordinator, Marie Green.





DriveCheck: Following the demise of the IAM DriveCheck, MAM is now offering a FREE observed run for all potential new members.  For more information please contact David Major.





Website: For the most up-to-date information, check out our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.m-a-m.org.uk" ��www.m-a-m.org.uk� 








WHAT’S ON?





All monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month, 


at the Riverside Club in Melksham, unless otherwise advised, and start at 19:30


There is a modest charge of £1 to cover refreshments and a ticket for the raffle.


If you are not sure where the Riverside Club is there is a map on our website.





May 21st		Annual General Meeting (see below), with Chris Tarbitten on 				Driving in a Foreign Country


June 18th 		Road Rage and Conflict Resolution – Neil Denny – Mogers Solicitors


July 16th 		Skittles Night, Conservative Club, Westbury (see page 2) 


August		THERE WILL BE NO GROUP MEETING DURING AUGUST














Skittles Night


Following the success of our December Skittles Night, we have booked a summer event to ensure an evening that is not as cold and dark.  This will be held on Thursday 16th July at The Conservative Club in Alfred Street, Westbury, BA13 3DY (just off the Market Place).  Parking is available at the venue.  The cost will be approximately £6.50 per person, to include food.  A list will be available at group meetings.  Alternatively contact Marie Green.  Please sign up by 6th July.





Disclaimer





Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District Group Committee.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute changes to plans do occur.  





I was getting into my car, and this man says to me ‘Can you give me a lift?’


I said ‘Sure, you look great, the world’s your oyster, go for it.’








CONGRATULATIONS


On passing the Advanced Driving Test


   Associate                                             Observer


        Andrew Hamblin			        Mike Doggart


	Ursula Lawley				Don Jones	


Well done also to Graham Bennett on passing his Observer’s Test











Police arrested two youths yesterday, one was drinking battery acid, and the other was eating fireworks.


They charged one and let the other one off.








URGENT GROUP INFORMATION!!





� HYPERLINK "http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/81/Stop_sign.png/600px-Stop_sign.png&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Stop_sign.png&usg=__szti0SlCArgeukbAoq2Ev5uOJgo=&h=600&w=600&sz=33&hl=en&start=2&sig2=3ZC7arVD9MHHVLfxkD4z4g&tbnid=6KoCwbHaIWh72M:&tbnh=135&tbnw=135&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dstop%2Bsign%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Doff&ei=AlLnSZC-J4TUswPyyazlAQ" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://tbn2.google.com/images?q=tbn:6KoCwbHaIWh72M:http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/81/Stop_sign.png/600px-Stop_sign.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





Group meetings to go no further





We still do not have any volunteers to take over the position of:





Events Co-ordinator





This role is vital in the running of the group – without it we cannot function.  If you or anyone you know would like to become more involved with the group, please come to our AGM on Thursday 21st May 2009.  If a replacement is not found by this Thursday, there will no further group meetings or organised events in the future – a great shame considering the fantastic events of the recent past.  Well done and thanks to Marie Green for doing a great job during her time as Events Co-ordinator.  Thanks also to Mike Doggart who is stepping down as Membership Secretary and Associates Co-ordinator.  Fortunately a replacement, in the form of Bob Swaffield, has been found for Mike.
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