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IAM Membership Renewal
For those who may not be aware, it is now possible to renew your IAM Membership online by visiting www.iam.org.uk and clicking on IAM Membership Renewal on the left-hand menu.  In order to do this you will need to make a declaration that you have not been convicted of a motoring offence or received any fixed penalty points since the last renewal. This declaration can be made online by those who pay by direct debit.  For those who do not pay by direct debit, a direct debit form and Gift Aid form can be downloaded from the site.  Alternatively, a one-off payment can be made by credit card.  Further instructions can be found on the IAM website.  Please note that this applies to your IAM Membership only and not MAM.


More number plates!

Here’s some more of those unusual number plates!  Thanks to Dave for these:
MU52 FLY
Spotted on a motorcycle in Morrison’s car park in Devizes 

PA55 LOL
Spotted on a driving school car near Marlborough!!!
Please keep the unusual number plates coming in: send them to roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk 

Woops…
Thanks to Pat for these pictures:


IAM call for MOT reminders after fee increase

The IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) wants MOT fee increases to be used to fund reminders to motorists when their MOT is due. The call comes as MOT fees are set to increase for the fifth year running. 

Since 2004 the cost of an MOT has gone up by one third leaving motorists to fork out an extra £13.25 for no obvious improvement in service. The new MOT fees are currently out for consultation from VOSA, the Government’s vehicle testing agency.

IAM Director of Policy and Research, Neil Greig, said: “Motorists have faced constant test fee increases for the past five years, each one above inflation, but they have not seen much improvement in the service.

“VOSA could add value for money by sending out reminders to motorists when their MOT is due, just as the DVLA do with car tax and insurance companies do for insurance. This would cut down on the number motorists who forget that their MOT has expired and continue to use the roads in a technically illegal and potentially unsafe vehicle.”

An IAM survey in 2007 found that 32 per cent of motorists had forgotten when their MOT was due and continued to drive – and break the law – without realising it. It also found 71 per cent think it would be a good idea for garages to send out reminders. 

The MOT system is now fully computerised and linked to other databases but there are still no plans to issue motorists with simple reminders that their MOT is due.

Proposal to cut national speed limit

[The following article is not taken from an IAM press release (the IAM response to this proposal can be found at the bottom of this page).  Therefore this article does not in any way represent the views of the IAM, MAM or the editor.  The views put forward are purely those of the Automobile Association (AA)]

The Government is considering cutting speed limits on most rural single-carriageway roads from 60mph to 50mph. 

Ministers believe the potentially unpopular move may be needed to cut the number of deaths among motorists and pedestrians. But the Automobile Association warned that there should be no "blanket" reduction, and instead called for a "targeted approach". 

Currently the speed limit on almost all single carriageway roads outside of towns is set at 60mph, except for at accident blackspots. However, road safety minister Jim Fitzpatrick is said to have been struck by figures showing that the rural parts of the road network were more prone to crashes. Mr Fitzpatrick is looking at reducing limits in a bid to improve the UK's road safety record, which used to rank among the best in the world but has slipped in recent years. 

In 2007 there were 2,946 deaths and 30,000 serious injuries on British roads, with speed being a factor in 29% of them. The Government has brought forward a range of proposals to try to boost safety, including imposing six penalty points on motorists who break speed limits "excessively", and punishments for using mobile phones while driving. There are also suggestions that a formal "drug-drive limit" could be introduced, after statistics showed a fifth of all road deaths were caused by drivers on illegal substances. 

AA director Edmund King told the Sunday Telegraph: "Rather than impose a blanket cut, the Government should adopt a targeted approach." 

A Department for Transport spokeswoman said: "This is something that is being looked at, but no decisions have yet been taken." 

Rural speed limits should be "linked to risk" says IAM

Government plans for a blanket 50mph speed limit will not command respect unless drivers can see a clear link to crash risk, said the IAM, because there are places where it makes no sense to reduce the limit. Deaths and serious injury on the UK's rural roads are the top road safety issue facing authorities and road users over the next ten years.

Research by the IAM and EuroRAP (European Road Assessment Programme) in 2007 showed that rural roads can be star-rated for safety and appropriate speed limits applied at the worst locations. Those roads with bends and twists, solid objects right next to the roads side, hidden junctions and poor overtaking opportunities should be the prime candidates for a wholesale review of speed limits.

"A detailed review which assesses every mile of rural road is needed - not a simple application of an arbitrary new speed limit that conveys no obvious message to the driver," said Neil Greig director IAM Policy and Research. "Even at 50mph many rural roads can be lethal." There is no single simple answer to the problem of rural road deaths, added Greig. "A joint programme of road improvements, campaigns to raise risk awareness, more enforcement, encouragement to take extra training and including rural roads in the new driving test will ultimately deliver results."

Ed: There was a major speed review carried out by the government in 1999.  Below is the summary of the AA’s views on this review (these do not represent the IAM’s views).  How many of the points below have still not been altered?  Do you agree with the points raised in 1999?  Do you agree or disagree with the new government proposals?  Let us know your thoughts by emailing the editor at roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk.  If you would like to petition against the new proposals: http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/noNSLreduction/sign 
Summary of AA Views
· Road hierarchies should be more clearly defined, and linked to how a road is used – as a through route, a local distributor, a residential road, and so on. 

· All speed limits should be reviewed in a formal programme with a timetable and budget. Getting the right speed on the right road is the single most pressing road safety issue – the benefits of a review are more than proportionate to the costs. 

· Speed limits should be reconciled to the character of the road (and vice versa). 

· Where the character of the road and the limits must be at odds, there must be an explanation of why the limit is what it is (eg “deceptive bends”). 

· The link between the 30mph limit and streetlights should end - it is not understood. 

· Repeater signs should always be permitted. 

· The “derestricted” sign should go and be replaced with the speed limit in force. 

· The national maximum speed limits should be retained at their present levels. 

· The enforcement practice on motorways must not change without a further review of the speed limit. 

· Cameras must not be deployed so that the enforcement of speed limits is perceived to be for revenue raising rather than casualty reduction. 

· Where the hierarchy permits, lower speed limits can reduce casualties and improve the quality of life – but 20mph limits must be self-enforcing through investment in the streetscape. 

· Authorities must implement speed limits that respect the integrity required of a national system. If they set speed limits too low and ignore police objections, they undermine motorists’ acceptance. 

· Formal quality assurance processes, including audit, should be applied to all speed limits. 

· Innovative approaches to speed limit signing, variable speed limits, and helping the driver adopt the right speed for the road should be researched and developed.
To see the full Speed Review Response from 1999, please visit http://www.theaa.com/public_affairs/reports/speed_review_response_1999.pdf
IAM welcomes safety assurance as lights go out

The IAM has welcomed the Highways Agency’s (HA) new policy to switch off motorway lighting as it targets the safest and quietest motorways.

IAM Director of Policy and Research, Neil Greig, said: “We were concerned that a rush to reduce the carbon footprint of motorway lighting might have led to safety taking a back seat. But the HA has struck the right balance by continuing to illuminate junctions and opting for low flow routes with a good road safety record.”

Mr Greig emphasized motorways are our safest roads but collisions are more likely to take place at or near junctions. 
The IAM understands the HA has no plans to extend the switch off to ‘A’ class dual and single carriageways where lighting is key to reducing the risks of night time driving.













Group Publicity





Melksham Advanced Motorists do not currently have a Publicity Officer (although there is scope to incorporate this should we receive a willing volunteer!), but there have recently been a few articles published in the Wiltshire Times relating to MAM and the IAM.  Most recently was an article on how our Chief Car Observer, David Major, helped a family become more eco-friendly by taking them on an observed run and giving them tips about their driving.  Keep your eyes open for future articles about MAM and the IAM.  Please also encourage your family and friends to come to our group meetings (MAM members are entitled to bring a guest to group meetings) – who knows, they may want to join themselves!
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Skid Pan Event


We are looking at putting on another Skid Pan event at Castle Combe later in the year.  This is always very popular so keep a look out for further information so that you don’t miss out.











07780 743555





www.m-a-m.org.uk


or:


Chairman: Paul Wilkins: contact Chris at � HYPERLINK "mailto:group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk" ��group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk�  


Secretary: Chris Tarbitten: group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk


Treasurer: Graham Bennett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk" ��treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk�


Librarian: Pat Ham: � HYPERLINK "mailto:librarian@m-a-m.org.uk" ��librarian@m-a-m.org.uk�


Membership Secretary/Associates: Mike Doggart: membership.officer@m-a-m.org.uk


Chief Car Observer: David Major: chief.car.observer@m-a-m.org.uk


Events Coordinator: Marie Green: � HYPERLINK "mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk" ��events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk�


Mini Roundabout Newsletter Editor: Luke Pickett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk" ��roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk�


Webmaster: Luke Pickett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk" ��webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk�  


If you have any suggestions about this News Sheet, or any other aspect of our activities, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
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FURTHER NOTICES





Observers: If you think you would like to be an observer and/or would like more information about observing please contact David Major, Chief Car Observer, by telephone on 01985 217050.





Email addresses: If you have an email address but receive your newsletters by post please let the Membership Secretary, Mike Doggart, know your email address. You benefit from early receipt of Newsletters, early notice of special events, and we save on postage, and time and effort. A win-win situation.





Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a suggestion for a talk, at our monthly meetings please advise the Events Coordinator, Marie Green.





Website: For the most up-to-date information, check out our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.m-a-m.org.uk" ��www.m-a-m.org.uk� 








WHAT’S ON?





All monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month, 


at the Riverside Club in Melksham, unless otherwise advised, and start at 19:30


There is a modest charge of £1 to cover refreshments and a ticket for the raffle.


If you are not sure where the Riverside Club is there is a map on our website.





March 19th		Motor Sport Rescue at Thruxton Circuit: Q&A session – Robin Clarke





April 7th 		Morgan Factory Tour (see page 2)





April 16th		DriveCheck Night (see page 2)





May 21st		Annual General Meeting





June 18th 		Road Rage and Conflict Resolution – Neil Denny – Mogers Solicitors





July 16th 		Skittles Night, Conservative Club, Westbury (see page 2)


 


August		THERE WILL BE NO GROUP MEETING DURING AUGUST














Skittles Night


Following the success of our December Skittles Night, we have booked a summer event to ensure an evening that is not as cold and dark (hopefully!)  We plan to hold the event on Thursday 16th July at The Conservative Club in Westbury.  The cost will be approximately £6.50 per person, to include food.  More details to follow soon.





Disclaimer





Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District Group Committee.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute changes to plans do occur.  





A note from your Webmaster…





Please note that the Webmaster’s email account is now active.  


If you have any comments for improvement or articles you would like put on the website, please contact the Webmaster, Luke Pickett, at � HYPERLINK "mailto:webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk" ��webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk� 





If you have not yet visited our site, please check it our at � HYPERLINK "http://www.m-a-m.org.uk" ��www.m-a-m.org.uk� 








CONGRATULATIONS


On passing the Advanced Driving Test


   Associate                                             Observer


 Sue Jenkins		  		        Bob Swaffield








DriveCheck Night


At our April Group Meeting on Thursday 16th April we will be holding another DriveCheck night at 7:30pm at the Riverside Club.  This is an opportunity to complete an observed run with one of our observers to ensure that you have not slipped into any bad habits since passing your Advanced Driving Test!  There is no need to book for this – just turn up as usual for a 7:30 start.  Best of all, it’s completely free (a DriveCheck purchased directly from the IAM would cost £25!) [N.B. ‘DriveCheck’ is currently under review by the IAM and will not officially continue in its present format, but for the purposes of this group event, DriveCheck will operate as before.]





Morgan Factory Tour


The Morgan factory tour has been confirmed for Tuesday 7th April at 1:30pm at Malvern Link in Worcestershire (Postcode: WR14 2LL).  The cost of £10.00 will include access to the new facilities, such as visitor centre, museum and café.  There are still spaces available, so if you are interested in this tour please sign-up on the sheet at our next group meeting.  Alternatively please contact the events coordinator, Marie Green.  Please also visit Morgan’s website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.morgan-motor.co.uk" \t "_blank" �www.morgan-motor.co.uk�.








IMPORTANT GROUP INFORMATION





Do you want your local group to fold?





Thank you to those who have volunteered for a number of our vacant positions, however we still have a vacancy for:





Events Co-ordinator





This role is vital in the running of the group – without it we cannot function.  If you or anyone you know would like to become more involved with the group, please make yourself known to the committee and come to our AGM on Thursday 21st May 2009
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