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A note from your editor, and Caption Competition!
Welcome to a somewhat smaller Mini-Roundabout.  All seems to have been quiet on the motoring front this month so we do not have much to report.  Therefore, if you have any motoring related news that you would like to see published, please email the editor at roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk.  Perhaps you are going away over the summer?  If so, let us know your driving experiences, particularly if you will be driving abroad.  Maybe the presentation by Chris at the AGM will save you from an embarrassing situation whilst driving abroad?  Let us know if this is the case!
May I also take this opportunity to welcome Bob Swaffield and Helen Cade onto the committee as Membership Secretary/Associates Coordinator and Events Coordinator respectively.  Their contact details can be found on the back page of Mini-Roundabout.

The following pictures have been sent in by Pat – any ideas for captions?  Send your thoughts to roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk. 


DfT campaign warns motorists of texting at the wheel

The latest of Department for Transport’s Think! campaigns was launched on 1 May. The campaign highlights the dangers of texting while driving after research showed 30 per cent of young drivers admitted texting at the wheel. 

The new radio advert features a driver's voice spelling out a text message followed by the sound of a car crash. 
An online 'driving challenge' game - which demonstrates how using a mobile at the wheel can distract the driver - is being circulated online via social networking communities and entertainment sites. If you receive Mini-Roundabout by email click here to view the game. 
In addition, the shocking Think! TV ad will be returning to remind callers to 'kill the conversation' as soon as they realise someone is driving. 
Jim Fitzpatrick said: "It doesn't matter how good a driver you are, if you text while driving then you cannot be giving the road your full attention. 
"The message that mobile phones and driving should not mix is getting through to the majority of drivers but some people are still needlessly risking their own lives and putting others in danger for the sake of a text or a call. 
Motorists fly the flag

Patriotic motorists are now able to display national flags on the left hand side of their number plates after Transport Secretary Geoff Hoon secured a change in the law. 
Under the new rules - which came into force on 27 April - motorists in England, Scotland and Wales can display the Union flag, Cross of St George, Saltire or Red Dragon of Wales. 
Geoff Hoon said: “The display of our national flags is a healthy expression of the pride we have in our country. 
"It is right that motorists are now able to celebrate this pride by displaying flags on their number plates and I look forward to seeing our national symbols on cars around the country." 
Welsh Secretary Paul Murphy said: "Today the Government has delivered a commitment to allow the Welsh Dragon on to number plates. I hope the Red Dragon will now become a familiar sight across Wales and beyond as motorists take the opportunity to display their Welsh pride on their plates. 
"There are more than 1.7 million vehicles registered in Wales, any of those can now choose to proudly fly the Welsh flag to promote Wales on the roads across the UK and Europe." 
Scottish Secretary Jim Murphy said: "The Saltire is a proud symbol of Scotland which belongs to every Scot so it's right that drivers here should be allowed to display it on their licence plates. 
"This is good news for Scottish motorists who, thanks to changes in the law made by the UK Government, can now use this important part of their identity in public. I welcome today's announcement." 
But motorists must be sure to comply with the specifications contained in the Road Vehicles (Display of Registration Marks) Regulations 2001. These regulations specify, amongst other things, the character size, font, colour and spacing that registration numbers must comply with.
The IAM’s Policy and Research division also warn of differing legalities when driving abroad. Director of policy and research, Neil Greig, said: “This legislation is only in force in the UK and the only legal country identifier when driving abroad is GB. Drivers can have the Alba, Ecosse or Cymru sticker or flag on their plate but risk a fine abroad if they don't display the GB somewhere on the car as well.”
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or:


Chairman: Paul Wilkins: contact Chris at � HYPERLINK "mailto:group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk" ��group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk�  


Secretary: Chris Tarbitten: group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk


Treasurer: Graham Bennett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk" ��treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk�


Librarian: Pat Ham: � HYPERLINK "mailto:librarian@m-a-m.org.uk" ��librarian@m-a-m.org.uk�


Membership Secretary/Associates: Bob Swaffield: membership.officer@m-a-m.org.uk


Chief Car Observer: David Major: chief.car.observer@m-a-m.org.uk


Events Coordinator: Helen Cade: � HYPERLINK "mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk" ��events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk�


Mini Roundabout Newsletter Editor: Luke Pickett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk" ��roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk�


Webmaster: Luke Pickett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk" ��webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk�  


If you have any suggestions about this News Sheet, or any other aspect of our activities, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
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FURTHER NOTICES





Observers: If you think you would like to be an observer and/or would like more information about observing please contact David Major, Chief Car Observer, by telephone on 01985 217050.





Email addresses: Help the environment - if you have an email address but receive your newsletters by post please let the Membership Secretary, Bob Swaffield, know your email address. You benefit from early receipt of Newsletters, early notice of special events, and we save on postage, time and effort, as well as using up fewer trees!  A win-win situation.





Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a suggestion for a talk, at our monthly meetings please advise the Events Coordinator, Helen Cade.





DriveCheck: Remember that MAM is offering a FREE observed run for all potential new members so tell your friends now!  For more information please contact David Major.





Website: For the most up-to-date information, check out our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.m-a-m.org.uk" ��www.m-a-m.org.uk� 








WHAT’S ON?





All monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month, 


at the Riverside Club in Melksham, unless otherwise advised, and start at 19:30


There is a modest charge of £1 to cover refreshments and a ticket for the raffle.


If you are not sure where the Riverside Club is there is a map on our website.





June 18th 		Road Rage and Conflict Resolution – Neil Denny – Mogers Solicitors


June 25th 		Observer’s meeting – full details on our website or from David Major


July 16th 		Skittles Night, Conservative Club, Westbury (see below) 


N.B. There will be no meeting at the Riverside this month.  There will	 also be no library: all items due in July are now due in September 


August		THERE WILL BE NO GROUP MEETING DURING AUGUST


September 17th 	Chief Inspector Ian Copus from Wiltshire Police














Skittles Night


The skittles night will be held on Thursday 16th July at The Conservative Club in Alfred Street, Westbury, BA13 3DY (just off the Market Place).  Parking is available at the venue.  The cost is £6.50 per person, to include a buffet (guests welcome).  Please sign up by 6th July at group meetings or contact Marie Green at � HYPERLINK "mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk" ��events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk�.  Payment to be made to Graham Bennett as soon as possible please, either at the June group meeting or by posting a cheque (made payable to ‘Melksham Advanced Motorists’) to 38 Osmund Road, Devizes, SN10 3GD.  Please note that there will be no meeting at the Riverside on this date.





Disclaimer





Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District Group Committee.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute changes to plans do occur.  








CONGRATULATIONS


On passing the Advanced Driving Test


   Associate                                             Observer


    	 Kate Pawlak				Elaine White


	   Ian Grant				 	  Mark Ellis











Skid Pan Event


Following the success of previous skid pan events, we are organising another trip to Castle Combe Skid Pan for 2010.  More details will follow soon, but if you would be interested in participating in this event, please sign up at our group meetings, or contact Helen Cade at � HYPERLINK "mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk" ��events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk�.  This is not a commitment to take part but we would like to get an idea of numbers.  We are hoping to be able to subsidise the cost of the visit and when we have an idea of numbers we will be able to give further details on this.  Many thanks.
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