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Money Saving Tips

You may have heard of the money saving expert, Martin Lewis.  His website www.moneysavingexpert.com provides a wealth of information and tips on how to save money in all aspects of life, including a section on saving fuel and considering using Council Test Centres for MOTs: just click on the Travel/Transport tab on the webpage.  Many thanks to Brian for pointing this out to us.
More number plates!

We seem to have created a new hobby for people at Melksham Advanced Motorists!  Thanks to Nick for the following unusual number plates:

TRY 6X
Regularly seen on a BMW belonging to someone who works at the Wadworths Brewery in Devizes

GUM800T
Spotted on an old and muddy Range Rover!
Please keep the unusual number plates coming in: send them to roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk 


How am I supposed to drive this??
Appropriately, for the weather we have been having, take a look at these pictures taken in Versoix, a town close to Geneva City in Switzerland and sent in by Pat – any suggestions for getting into these cars?



Has anyone had an ‘interesting’ driving experience during the weather of the past couple of weeks?  If so, email the editor at roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk.
Drivers now need grit - not just salt - for bad weather, says IAM

The IAM has put together an at-a-glance guide to driving and riding in adverse weather, to help the estimated six million drivers who have been facing the worst driving conditions in a generation.  IAM Chief Examiner Peter Rodger, one of the UK’s most qualified drivers, said: "Blame for some of the problems may focus on the lack of salt - but a lack of grit on the part of many drivers also led to difficulties, especially on side roads up and down the UK. In the last week, poorly prepared drivers and vehicles have ended up stranded by driving conditions that for which they had little or no experience. Blizzards and strong side winds are predicted, with more snow and ice, plus the inevitable local flooding that follows. These would challenge even experienced drivers,” said Mr Rodger. Drivers in different parts of the UK will be combating a range of treacherous driving conditions for days to come. Mr Rodger echoed police warnings that even though the first snow has gone, it doesn’t mean that the roads are safe again. 

The IAM said that five main things drivers should be aware of are when facing the full range of the British winter are:

FRESH SNOW – get your speed right (not too fast to lose control, and not too slow to risk losing momentum); create lots of room around you and do everything smoothly – braking, steering, accelerating. Start gently from stationary, avoiding high revs.

HEAVY RAIN – watch for the shiny patches that are lying water; give yourself a longer gap to other traffic, and be ready to slow down when you need to; keep the demister working; don’t soak pedestrians by running through puddles.
FLOODING – lower your speed right down and choose the most shallow route available, using the middle of the road if that’s where it is and you can do so. Use a low gear to keep revs high but control speed by slipping the clutch (and beware that water could enter the exhaust, so keep the revs up). 

FOG – the lead vehicle in a queue will clear pockets of fog, potentially deceiving vehicles following that the conditions are clearer than they are. Don’t use full beam. Use wipers on the outside and the demister inside to keep your visibility as clear as possible.

HIGH WINDS – give yourself more space, with plenty of distance between you and the vehicle in front; take particular care when passing large vehicles and motorcycles, and be ready for side winds at gaps in buildings or as you come out of a cutting. Cyclists are particularly vulnerable to side winds
An Interesting Thought…
Thanks to Chris for this idea regarding snow: There have been heated debates in the papers about clearing the paths in front of houses and estate roads with opinions varying from 'be public spirited and do it' through to 'what do I pay my Council tax for?'  In Germany it is MANDATORY to clear not only the footpath in front of your house but also to the centre of the road - now there's a thought!  If you do not clear snow as above, you are prosecuted!  Did you look up your road to see how many houses had cleared their footpaths? Perhaps a good British compromise somewhere between the German legal requirement and the British approach would be OK?
[Do you have any other thoughts or ideas for preventing the UK coming to a standstill in the event of future snow?  If so, contact the editor at roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk] 

MPs support IAM initiative to lower £1.6bn cost of at-work road deaths

Deaths while driving for work cost the UK more than £1.6bn in 2007. MPs of all parties are backing a road safety initiative launched by the occupational driver training division of the IAM to cut this cost by reducing the number of people killed or seriously injured on UK roads.

By completing an IAM Driver Risk Management (DRM) programme to assess and improve their driving, MPs will be setting an example for businesses of all sizes to manage the risks associated with their employees who drive for work.

IAM Fleet Managing Director Seb Goldin said: “Around a third of all road accidents involve people driving for work, and for every death, there is an associated cost to the economy which can total billions of pounds each year. This is not acceptable and is why we are asking MPs to take the lead in reducing the alarming road death rate.”

MPs will conduct an IAM online risk assessment of their driving at the launch event - the vital first step of a DRM programme which identifies aspects of an individual’s driving that need development. From this, a risk rating determines further training needs, ranging from e-learning to personal on-road training to improve driving skills. 

IAM training focuses on risk avoidance as well as improving fuel economy, or a combination of the two. Safer driving techniques can lead to more fuel efficient driving and contribute to lowering CO2 emissions.

Road Safety Minister Jim Fitzpatrick is concerned that people who drive for work are over-represented in road casualty figures. 

“Managing driving for work is as much common sense as running any other part of a business - training and planning of all aspects of operations go a long way to bringing avoidable costs under control. 

“In creating a work-related road safety ethos as part of their existing health and safety policies, employers not only make savings that can be delivered straight to their bottom lines – they also save lives, playing their part in cutting the number of needless tragedies that take place on our roads every day,” said Mr Fitzpatrick.

The need for employers to demonstrate their duty of care is underpinned by the Corporate Manslaughter and Corporate Homicide Act 2007 which came into force in April 2008.

Mr Goldin added: “Recent changes to legislation should encourage employers to check whether their company’s systems and processes for managing health and safety are adequate. Driver training is an essential part of this.

“MPs have taken the lead in demonstrating their duty of care as an employer in their local constituencies by offering this driving assessment to their staff.

“Driver training brings significant employee safety improvements and quantifiable financial benefits, making it a self-funding investment.”

"Strong Home Office support for road policing is good news for road safety" says IAM

The IAM, the UK’s largest independent road safety charity, has welcomed the Government’s response to last October’s hard-hitting report on road safety from the House of Commons Transport Select Committee (TSC).

MPs on the TSC strongly criticised the Home Office in its report for giving low priority to road policing issues.

Neil Grieg, Director of Research and Policy at the IAM, said: “With the number of traffic police decreasing and a perception that most enforcement is done by camera, it is very gratifying to see a strong commitment from the Home Office to make road safety and crash reduction a key priority area for chief constables.

“The promised Government consultation on road safety strategy this spring will be a golden opportunity to break through the stubborn levels of deaths on our roads and make real progress towards a long term goal of zero deaths. Vision, leadership and consistent funding will still be required up to 2020 but we welcome today’s response as a positive signpost along the road to eradicating avoidable death, injury and heartache on Britain’s roads,” added Mr Greig.

"Targeted drink drive campaigns work" says IAM

The IAM has welcomed news that 9,000 drink drivers were removed from our roads during the festive season. 

Neil Greig, Director of Research and Policy at the IAM, said: “Targeted enforcement campaigns work, and it is encouraging to see these initiatives improve road safety for all road users. Although there are now fewer irresponsible drivers on the road than there were in 2008, there are still too many people who are prepared to risk their own and others’ lives by driving after drinking or taking drugs. We need more targeted enforcement all year round; safety is for life – not just for Christmas.”

Between December 2008 and January 2009, 183,397 drivers were breath tested - an increase of more than 25,000 from the same campaign in 2007.The typical test failure rate is 4.99 per cent. Worryingly, drivers aged below 25 represented a higher proportion (5.62 per cent) of those who tested positive. 

“We don’t want to demonise young drivers, but IAM research has shown that young men are more likely to drink and drive than older motorists. These drivers also have a high risk of crashing and there is a perception among their peers that they can ‘get away with it’. Young people must be convinced that the only way to drive is sober and one way to achieve this is through targeted enforcement,” added Mr Greig. 
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FURTHER NOTICES





Observers: If you think you would like to be an observer and/or would like more information about observing please contact David Major, Chief Car Observer, by telephone on 01985 217050.





Email addresses: If you have an email address but receive your newsletters by post please let the Membership Secretary, Mike Doggart, know your email address. You benefit from early receipt of Newsletters, early notice of special events, and we save on postage, and time and effort. A win-win situation.





Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a suggestion for a talk, at our monthly meetings please advise the Events Coordinator, Marie Green.





Refresher Drives: When did you pass you test?  If it is some time since you passed your Advanced Driving Test why not polish up on your skills by taking a refresher drive with one of our observers?  This is not a pass or fail test: it is offered so that you can be assured that your skills are up to scratch.  If you are interested please contact the Chief Car Observer, David Major.








WHAT’S ON?





All monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month, 


at the Riverside Club in Melksham, unless otherwise advised, and start at 19:30


There is a modest charge of £1 to cover refreshments etc.


If you are not sure where the Riverside Club is there is a map on our website.





February 19th 	Quiz Night 


March 19th		Motor Sport Rescue at Thruxton Circuit: Q&A session – Robin Clarke


April 7th 		Morgan Factory Tour (see below)


April 16th		Meeting at the Riverside – topic TBC


May 21st		Annual General Meeting

















Disclaimer





Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District Group Committee.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute changes to plans do occur.  





Website


Some of you may have noticed that the MAM website has now been updated.  Following his resignation from the committee, we would like to express our thanks to Nick Atkins for his hard work creating the website in February 2008.  The temporary webmaster (at least until the AGM) is Luke Pickett.  If you have any comments on the website please contact Luke at � HYPERLINK "mailto:roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk" ��roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk� (please do not use the webmaster email address as access to this is restricted at the time of writing).





Please check out the website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.m-a-m.org.uk" ��www.m-a-m.org.uk�.  This will now be the place where you will find the most up-to-date information.  Editions of Mini-Roundabout will continue to be distributed monthly, as usual.





CONGRATULATIONS


On passing the Advanced Driving Test


   Associate                                             Observer


Richard Clark				David Major


Robin Clarke				Paul Wilkins








Membership Renewal


Thank you to all those who have renewed their membership with MAM, however we have still not received replies from everyone (the original deadline was 31st January).  Therefore, if you have not yet replied please contact our membership secretary, Mike Doggart, as a matter of urgency, to confirm whether you wish to remain a member.  Those who do not contact Mike by Sunday 1st March will automatically be deleted from the membership list, and therefore the distribution list for Mini-Roundabout.  If you have already sent in your membership form there is no need for any further action.  Many thanks





Morgan Factory Tour


The Morgan factory tour has been confirmed for Tuesday 7th April at Malvern Link in Worcestershire (Postcode: WR14 2LL).  The cost of £10.00 will include access to the new facilities, such as visitor centre, museum and café.  There are still spaces available, so if you are interested in this tour there will be a sign-up sheet at our group meetings.  Alternatively please contact the events coordinator, Marie Green.  Please also visit Morgan’s website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.morgan-motor.co.uk" \t "_blank" �www.morgan-motor.co.uk�.








IMPORTANT GROUP INFORMATION





Owing to members of the committee stepping down at the next AGM the group is now looking for a new:





Associates Co-ordinator





Events Co-ordinator





These roles are vital in the running of the group – without them we cannot function.  If you or anyone you know would like to become more involved with the group, please make yourself known to the committee and come to our AGM on Thursday 21st May 2009








1

