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France Dash
Thank you to Douglas for this account of driving abroad.  This article has also recently been sent to the IAM’s Advanced Driving magazine.
We had been trying to figure out which way to go. Getting precise news was difficult; the situation was changing from day to day and we were out of range of BBC Radio 4. 

It was August 1980 and the four of us, my wife, our sons, 12 and 10, and I had been holidaying in the south of France but now it was time for the journey home to Devon via the Cherbourg-Weymouth car ferry. The news reports spoke of blockades of channel ports by French fishermen. Concentrated initially on Calais and Dunkirk they were now spreading. For a time, it looked as if Cherbourg would be spared but now we were not so sure. Having got as far as Macon for an overnight stop, it was decision time. Gamble on Cherbourg or divert to Belgium and Ostend? A news update was decisive; Ostend it was to be.
The following morning our trusty Cortina was heading north along the A6 Autoroute. Auxerre was reached fairly quickly but after that we had to rely on a mixture of Routes Nationales and Departmentales. The wide empty, open farmland of northern France passed by in a blur. Troyes, Soissons, St. Quentin, no time to see them so on to the Belgian border, reached around four. A picnic lunch with the odd comfort stop and the adrenalin kept us going with few complaints from the boys in the back.
Remembering that Belgian petrol prices would be much cheaper than in France, the border was approached with the fuel gauge near empty. Crossing formalities were minimal and we motored north towards Ostend with only French and UK currency confident that credit cards, widely used in France, would suffice for the purchase of fuel.  Alas, it was not to be! Garage after garage was passed no sign of cards being accepted. I was now reduced to attempting to barter UK currency. Nearly despairing with one refusal after another, I was suddenly in luck as a garage proprietor agreed to a deal; 60 Francs worth of petrol for each pound sterling. Not a bad rate at all; we were saved.
The last few miles to Ostend passed by quickly, arriving just after six to join a mass queue of other vehicles stretching round the block waiting for the next ferry to England. We had driven around 500 miles but this was eclipsed by someone who had motored from Vienna that day! Looking at the length of the queue, it seemed like we would be there all night and beyond. Suddenly however we were being waved ahead, passing vehicle after vehicle. Why that was, I shall never know but I was not going to question it as we rolled onto the SNCB car ferry bound for Dover. A ship to shore telephone call to my father in west London ensured beds ready for a very late arrival.
It had been a very long day but we were safely on our way home.
If you would like to share any driving experiences no matter how old or from which country, please email the editor at roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk. 
Your Librarian has been spending money!

I thought that your Library needed a new lease of life, so I’ve been spending money to replace items that have not been consulted for a very long time, or, in fact, have never been consulted.
All the new items are books, so I am hoping that you will consider loaning these items.  I have chosen books as according to Library records books are loaned more that videos or CDs.  

Library’s new books: 

Classic British Cars

Fire Engines from Around the World

In case of Fire

Motoring Wit

My Dad had one of those

Not the Highway Code

Road Signs

The Original Highway Code

I feel you have a variety of books to choose from, as in these 8 books you have history, true stories and humour.  You will be surprised where these books were bought, so I will tell you: 3 were bought at Saunders Garden Centre in Highbridge, Somerset; 1 at Webbs of Wychbold near Drotwich; 2 (which were bargains) were bought in Southport, Cheshire; 1 in Winchester and 1 was bought in Beamish, The Living Museum of the North, in County Durham.  As it was a really bad day raining, whilst waiting for the coach, I had a good read of this book while having a cuppa in the tea room!

If anyone has an idea/suggestion/topic of an item you would like in the Library, please let me know, and I will try my best to acquire it for the Library Stock.  If you do not have all the complete details of the item, there may be ways that I can check the information you give me even if it’s just the Author: Title: ISBN number (ISBN is the International Standard Book Number) I’m willing to try and get it for the Library

Whilst on my travels recently, a Renault passed me on the Garstang Lancashire M6, number plate R1 NOO: do you think it should be in a zoo with the Rhinoceros?

Pat

Young motorists most supportive of safety cameras, says IAM
Young people have a more positive attitude to safety cameras than older drivers, according to the latest survey of driver opinions on safety cameras from the IAM. The results show that 17-24 year-olds give the best approval ratings overall while older drivers tend to be the least supportive, with drivers over 45 giving the lowest approval ratings.

Neil Greig, Director of Research and Policy at the IAM, said: “Young people don’t tend to drive as frequently or as far as the average driver, and they have also grown up in a surveillance society, which could explain why they show less objection to safety cameras – older people are more likely to resent being monitored in this way. With this survey we now have 10 years worth of motoring opinion on the most contentious issue on the roads today.” 

The study also found that women have been consistently more supportive of safety cameras than men, although this support has fluctuated over the years. Support from men has declined from 83 per cent in 2002 to 66 per cent in 2009. “On average, women commit fewer traffic offences than men, so they may see cameras as less of a threat” said Mr Greig.

Very high mileage drivers (those driving over 20 thousand miles a year) were shown to be the least supportive of safety cameras. Mr Greig said: “20,000 miles is an unusually high distance to cover in a year, so the driver would typically be driving on business. Time is money for these drivers, they are more likely to be in a rush so more likely to get caught by safety cameras or be late because of them. They may blame the cameras for being late, rather than their unrealistic schedules”

The data, collected over 10 years, includes opinions on developments in safety camera policy and operations and acceptability of safety cameras. 

Safety cameras had a 75% approval rating in 2009, compared with a 92% approval rating in 1999. “Support has declined gradually but consistently over the last 10 years, but overall speed cameras have maintained a good level of approval among the motoring public” added Mr Greig.

“However the firm belief remains that safety cameras are primarily for raising revenue. Until that link is broken it will remain very difficult to convince all drivers that safety cameras really do deliver fewer deaths and serious injuries” 

Holiday drivers "Give themselves wings"

Never mind map reading and confusing foreign roundabouts, keeping awake is often the most difficult challenge confronting those driving long distances for their summer holidays. 

One method drivers are using to beat the fatigue is high energy, caffeine-based drinks. These drinks often pitched as the driver’s defence against weariness can in fact lead to what the American Food and Drink Administration have termed “caffeine intoxication.” 

The National Safety Commission (NSC) in the US has issued an alert for those driving under caffeine intoxication, similar to warnings associated with drinking alcohol and driving. Excessive caffeine consumption can cause similar symptoms to alcohol intoxication including nervousness or excitement, disorientation, impaired judgement, muscle spasms and hallucinations. Pro- longed or excessive use of energy drinks can actually slow reactions as someone who is sleep deprived can suddenly hit a wall of tiredness, in some instances actually fall asleep at the wheel.

The IAM suggest that, while energy drinks are good as a quick fix, they’re no substitute for regular breaks. In order to beat fatigue on long drives this summer the IAM recommends:

· Combine the high energy drink with a twenty minute nap - you will be refreshed at the end and the caffine will work its way into your system. 

· Consider stopping overnight on long-haul journeys 

· Share the driving with someone else – don’t do it all yourself if you don’t have to 

· Stop for a break every two hours, whether you feel the need or not 

· Disengage cruise control

IAM Chief Examiner Peter Rodger said: "Having a high-caffeine drink is a one-off hit - you can't repeat it as this type of drink does not produce the same effect in a couple of hours time. There is no substitute for proper rest before driving."
Probe into driveway child deaths

A campaign to cut the number of children killed and injured by cars on driveways has been launched. 

The move by RoSPA follows claims that as many youngsters are victims of driveway accidents as die in collisions while actually travelling in cars.

Said RoSPA spokesman Lindsey Simkins: "There have been a number of tragedies across the country in which young children have been killed after being struck by a vehicle on their own or a neighbour's driveway. This will enable us to understand how these types of incidents happen, and we will use the information to develop the best advice to help parents and carers keep young children safe."

The organisation will be surveying parents and grandparents about the driveway dangers to children aged up to seven, while also looking at the issue of children being left alone in vehicles. It was moved to act after being approached by the parents of 17-month-old Iain Goodwill, who was killed by a car on the driveway of his home near Inverness in Scotland.
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Chairman: Paul Wilkins: contact Chris at � HYPERLINK "mailto:group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk" ��group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk�  


Secretary: Chris Tarbitten: group.secretary@m-a-m.org.uk


Treasurer: Graham Bennett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk" ��treasurer@m-a-m.org.uk�


Librarian: Pat Ham: � HYPERLINK "mailto:librarian@m-a-m.org.uk" ��librarian@m-a-m.org.uk�


Membership Secretary/Associates: Bob Swaffield: membership.officer@m-a-m.org.uk


Chief Car Observer: David Major: chief.car.observer@m-a-m.org.uk


Events Coordinator: Helen Pickett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk" ��events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk�


Mini Roundabout Newsletter Editor: Luke Pickett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk" ��roundabout.editor@m-a-m.org.uk�


Webmaster: Luke Pickett: � HYPERLINK "mailto:webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk" ��webmaster@m-a-m.org.uk�  


If you have any suggestions about this News Sheet, or any other aspect of our activities, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
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FURTHER NOTICES





Observers: If you think you would like to be an observer and/or would like more information about observing please contact David Major, Chief Car Observer, by telephone on 01985 217050.





Email addresses: Help the environment - if you have an email address but receive your newsletters by post please let the Membership Secretary, Bob Swaffield, know your email address. You benefit from early receipt of Newsletters, early notice of special events, and we save on postage, time and effort, as well as using up fewer trees!  A win-win situation.





Speakers: If you know of someone who could give us an interesting talk, or have a suggestion for a talk, at our monthly meetings please advise the Events Coordinator, Helen Pickett.





DriveCheck: Remember that MAM is offering a FREE observed run for all potential new members so tell your friends now!  For more information please contact David Major.





Website: For the most up-to-date information, check out our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.m-a-m.org.uk" ��www.m-a-m.org.uk� 








WHAT’S ON?





All monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month, 


at the Riverside Club in Melksham, unless otherwise advised, and start at 19:30


There is a modest charge of £1 to cover refreshments and a ticket for the raffle.


If you are not sure where the Riverside Club is there is a map on our website.





August		THERE WILL BE NO GROUP MEETING DURING AUGUST


September 17th 	Quiz Night.  (N.B. This is a change to the originally published event)


October 22nd 		‘Road Surfaces’ – Paul Bromley from Wiltshire Council


November 19th 	‘Road Signs’ – Mark Stansby from Wiltshire Council


December 10th	Chief Inspector Ian Copus from Wiltshire Police.  N.B. This is the second Thursday of the month, not the third


Any ideas for speakers for 2010?  Please contact Helen at � HYPERLINK "mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk" ��events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk� 














CONGRATULATIONS


On passing the Advanced Driving Test


   Associate                                             Observer


    	   Bob Flint				Bob Swaffield


          Mary Matthews			  	  Paul Wilkins


           Susan Tumber			          Angela Summers


	Helen Pickett				  Paul Wilkins





Disclaimer





Any opinions expressed in this or any other newsletter published by the Melksham and District Group of Advanced Motorists are those of an individual or the editor.  They should not be taken to represent the views of the IAM, its officers or the Melksham and District Group Committee.  As such, no legal responsibility can be accepted for any statement.  The articles are published in good faith.  Members are requested to seek confirmation of event details before attending, since regrettably last minute changes to plans do occur.  

















Skid Pan Event


Following the success of previous skid pan events, we are organising another trip to Castle Combe Skid Pan for 2010.  More details will follow soon, but if you would be interested in participating in this event, please sign up at our group meetings, or contact Helen Pickett at � HYPERLINK "mailto:events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk" ��events.coordinator@m-a-m.org.uk�.  This is not a commitment to take part but we would like to get an idea of numbers.  We are hoping to be able to subsidise the cost of the visit and when we have an idea of numbers we will be able to give further details on this.  Many thanks.
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